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drastic and even a repulsive remedy. The
threat of a summons probably has the same
effect as a distress warrant has apon default-
ing ratepayers. The issue and service of a
summons, which would not take place for
some tiroe, cost only 3s.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I was inclined to
vote for the clause until I heard Mr. Frank-
lin. Who inspired this clanse? The muni-
cipalities?

The Chief Secretary: It is a departmental
clause.

Hon, G. FRASER: Even on the argu-
ments of those who support the retention of
the existing section, that remedy is ineffec-
tive, few municipalities ever putting it into
operation. The remedy is merely a game of
bluff. I want something that will really help
local authorities. The power to summon de-
faulting ratepayers would not necessarily
be exercised. There is a great difference
hetween a threatened summons and an actual
distress warrant.

Hon. E. H. AXGELO: Various provisions
of the Bill seem to aim at hampering local
authorities in securing payment of rates.
If the loeal authorities wanted the clause,
wonld they not have asked for it? Yet the
Minister =ays this is a departmental clause.
I have been told by local authorities that
they want the relevant section of the Act
retained. The clause js likely to prove more
expensive fthan the existing section to &
ratepayer who is behind. I understand that
during the past 15 years there have been
only two cases of distraint in Perth. Sum-
monses would prove far more expensive than
the present system, especially in the case of
suburban ratepayers, who would have to pay
mileage. The Act functions well. Let us
leave well alone.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The present method,
which is 50 years old, should be serapped.
A local court summons does not require the
services of a solicitor, and therefore is not
expensive.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Under the present
system 30 days are allowed after notice, and
only then can there be distress on chattels.
The deletion of the elause would affect sue-
ceeding clauses. Tt is time that the relevant
sections of the Act were amended.

Clause put, and a division called for.

The CHAIRMANXN:
the ayes,

I give my vote with
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Result of division:

Ayes .. . . - 12
Noes .. . .. . 11
Majority Por . .- 1
AvVEA.
Hon. C, F, Baxter Hon. E, M, Heenan
Hoan. J. Cornell Hon., W, H. Kitson
Han. J. M. Drew Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, H. B. W Pather
Hon. E. H. Qray Hon. G. B, Woail
Hoen. BE. H. A, Hall Hon. €, G. Elliont
(Peller
Noza.
Hon, E. H. Angelo Hon. G, W, Miles
Hon. L.. B. Bolton Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. L. Oralg Hon. H. Tuekey
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. C, H. Wittenoam
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H. V. Piease
Hon. .I. M, Macfarinne {Teller )

Clause thus passed.
(lanse 52—Agreed to,
Clause 33 postponed,
Progress reported,

House adjoirned at 9.47 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINES DEPARTMENT,
UNDER SECRETARY.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
AMines: In view of the report on page 246,
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under the heading of “Personal,” of “The
West Australian Mining and Commereial
Review"” (October issue) issued from London
House, 321 Murray street, Perth, Western
Auystralia, supporting the statcment of the
“West Australian” newspaper of the 2lst
September, 1937, that Mr. M. J. Calanchini
had accepted a seat on the local board of
several of the companies operated by the de
Bernales group of mines, will he assore the
House that the matter will be placed in the
hands of the C.I.B. for investigation, report,
and action if neees:ary, under Section 8 of
the Mining Aet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
A searech of the share register and share
certifieate books of the whole of the de Ber-
nales group of mining companies has bheen
made by a departmental officer and has
shown that Mr. M. J. Calanchini does not
hold, nor has he ever held, any interest what-
goever in such companies. Mr. Calanchini
has therefore not contravened the provisions
of Section 8 of the Mining Aet, 1904, and no
action will be taken.

Mr. MARSHALL: Will the Minister hand
the whole of the reports in regard to Mr.
Calanchini’'s breach of Section 8 of the
Mining Act to the Criminal Investigation
Branch for investigation? One offiger should
noi have the right to investigate the business
of another officer.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber cannot make 5 speech when asking a
question.

Mr. MARSHALL: Will the Minister be
prepaved to hand the whole matter to the
Criminal Investigation Branch so that it
may make a strigt investigation inte the
ramifications of Mr. Calanchini’s activities
on these boards?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo. I
have made all inguiries fhat in my opinion
are neeessary. I am not going to attempt to
make a criminal of a man who has been a
faithful servant of the State for 43 vears.

- QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. SLEEMAYN asked the Minister for
Fmployment: 1, What amount of the
£25,000 raised for Youth Employment has
heen allocated? 2, What are the amounts
and what are the names of the persons who
have bheen granted assistance from this
fund?
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The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, £15,250. 2, Expenditure to date
is as follows: Prospeeting scheme, £271
11s. 6d.; Narrogin School of Agrieulture,
£2000; Voeational training—Technical
Schools, £1,074 1s. 7d.; total, £3,345 13s. 1d.

QUESTION—STATE BRICKWORKS.

Mr. MeLLARTY asked the Minister for
Employment: 1, Is it a fact that bricks are
heing stacked at the State Brick Works,
Jytord. faster than they are being sold?
2, Would it be possible to put in hand
urgent school building requirements, and
workers’ homes, to maintain the Byford
Brick Works at full capacity?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, There is not a sale for the total
output of the two kilns, One kiln operates
all the time and when extra stocks are re-
(uired the sccond is brought into commis-
sion until sufficient reserves are aceumu-
lated to mect the demand for the next few
months, 2, There are several other factors
that determine the building projects
that can be undertaken by the Government.

QUESTION—MINING, WONGAMINE
DISTRICT.

Mr. THORN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Did Mrs. 8. J. King find payable
zold at Wongamine? 2, If so, is Mrs. S.
J. King entitled to a reward claim? 3, Did
the Mines Department order Mrs. B, .L
Kiug to fill in all holes sunk? 4, Did the
Mines Department order other prospectors
to fill in all holes sunk, or repair surface
damages ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1. No. (rushings from this lease were quite
unpayable, 2, Answered by 1. 3, Yes, This
lease affected private property and Mr. and
AMrs. King hefore the lease wag granted
signed a bond to the value of £25 as secur-
ity for the making good of any damage
done to the surface of the land upon aban-
donment or cancellation of the lease. 4, In
this case the private property owner
strongly objected to the granting of the
lease, as it affected his grazing and other
rights. In the case of other prospecting
arcas granted in the vicinity, the private
property owners in writing authorised the
applicants to operate and required no con-
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ditions, as apparently the land affected was
not being otherwise used by them.

IMPRISONMENT OF FRANK EVANS,
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Report Presented.

Mr. Lambert brought up the report of
the seleet committee.

Report received and read.

On meotion by Mr. Lambert ordered: That
the report be printed and its consideration
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, North, leave of absence
for three weeks granted to Mr. Brockman
{Sussex) on the ground of ill-health.

EILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT.
Recommittal.
On motion by the Premier, Bill recom-

mitted for the purpose of further consider-
ing Clanse 148.

In Committee.
Mr. Sleeman in the Chair: the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 148—Tax on racing stakes:

The PREMIER: T move an amendment—

That in line 4 of Subclause 1 ‘‘at the rate
of 4d. in the pound’’ be struck out and the
words ‘‘at such rate as may be declared by
Parliament’’ ingerted in lieu.
Some slicht doubt has arisen as to whether
in an Assessment Bill we are not, by means
of the clause, in fact imposing a tax, The
Constitution Act provides that an assessment
Bill and a tax Bill must be introduced
separately, or rather that when a tax is im-
posed, that must be the only matter dealt
with in the Bill relating to it. A doubt ex-
ists as to whether in considering the Bill, we
are dealing with what is a new measuare or
with one that consolidates and amends the
law relating to income tax assessment. This
particular provision has existed in our legis-
lation for many years, and we are really re-
enacting something that has been law for the
past 17 or 18 years, even prior to the amend-
ment to the Constitution Act that set up that
the tax Bill and the assessment Bill must
be introduced separately. The Bill also pro-
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vides in the Schedule for the repeal of the
several Acts mentioned and possibly it may
e held that we are not re-enacting but vir-
tnally enacting the tax embodied in the clause
under discussion. If that should be held to
be the position, the Bill might be set aside
as not in order. The position can easily be
overcome by making provision in the taxing
Bill that will follow. I eertainly do not wish
to run any risk of the Bill being declared out
of order after so much time has been taken
up with its econsideration.

Amendiment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment.

BILL—EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [4.55] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
has attracted a great deal of attention in
anticipation of what it may contain, and the
implications that may follow hecanse of its
vontents.  Objections have been raised
mainly by many interested people, but I
submit that the people most interested in
snch matters are the children of the State
and perhaps, next in order, the pareats of
those children. At any rate, I hope that the
anticipation of the measure and its contents
has been pleasurable and the results of it
will be useful as well as pleasurable. I am
indebted to my colleagune, the Minister for
Works, who, acting in my temporary ab-
sence, moved the first reading of the measure.
In the endeavour to anticipate the Bill and
ils contents, it is known to members that I
have been severely criticised and that a lady
for whom I have the greatest respect, and
who is prominent in the public service, has
heen pleased to dub me “a villain.” But in
spite of all the alleged sinister motives and
of all the vilification, T can assure hon. mem-
bers I personally entertain no harsh feelings.
It can be well and readily understood that I
have no axe to grind, and that I am not
actuated by any biased motive, but I am
merely acting #s a member of the Govern-
ment and the medium through which to give
effect to onr policy in this and other depart-
ments of the Publie Service. Perhaps one
wood feature of the eriticism that has been
levelled at the Bill in anticipation is that
members have been cireularised with copies
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of “The Teachers’ Jonurnal,” which otherwise
they might not have had opportunities to
peruse.  In the issues of that organ, mem-
hers will have found certain propaganda and
ideas set out that weve submitted to influence
the House against the Bill. I have no quar-
vel on that score. The Teachers' Union and
its executive have a very important job to do
on behalf of the teachers of the State, and
they endeavour to do it in their own way
aecording to their own lights, T infend to
show that, quite apart from having any
hinsed motive, there is no feeling on the
part of the Government other than that of
goodwill toward the profession. I hope to
indieate, too, that that is also my own feel-
ing. It is simply the desire of the Govern-
ment to give effeet to its policy and to do
the hest for education in every possible way,
as edueation is eontrolled by the department
in this State. Al within, and without, the
House are anxious that the best shall be
done for the children of the State, and the
Bill has heen designed to that end.
1t has been designed to bring about greater
sneeess and greater efficiency in the Eduea-
tion Department. Later this evening T hope
to have opportunity to indicate, when iniro-
ducing the Estimates of the Department of
Fduoeation, the very wide activities of that
department, It will be found on examina-
tion of the Bill that the major portion of it
deals with compulsory edueation, deals with
certain  aspects of compulsory education
which have presented difficulties to the eom-
pulsory officer. The first one dealt with is
where one parent of a child takes the child
Erom within the eompulsory radius in an
endeavour to utilise the services of that child
in helping the parent at some work or other.
Tt is usual in such cases that the mother re-
mains within the compulsory range, but the
father takes the child to the bush with him.
There is a seetion in the regulations under
the Aet, Regulation 173, which deals with
the compulsory aspect of education, and
states that children nust attend school be-
tween the ages of six vears and 14 yesrs;
that all children between the ages of six
vears and nine years living within a distance
of two miles by the nearest road or olher
reasonable access are bound to attend
school: and that ckildren hetween the ages
of nine years and 14 years living within a
distance of three miles by the nearest road
or other reasonahle aceess are bound to at-
tend school. That, in essence, is Regulation
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174. But there is great activity on the part
of thoughtless parents to remove their chil-
dien outside the compulsory radius so as to
be able to utilise the services of children of
school age. If is hoped to prevent that.
There is no likelihood of any action heing
taken except where one parent remains liv-
ing in the home of the family within the
compulsory radins. Another aspect dealt
with in the Bill will he found in the clause
dealing with the effivieney of home tuition
and where certain absences from school are
contemplated and encouraged by the parents.
When this is discovered, the plea is given
that the child is receiving home tuition. Un-
Eortunately it is usually merely a plea to
keep the child away from school, and by the
time the inspeetor is able to inspeet the work
being performed at home, a great deal of
valnable time in the education of the child
has heen Jost. It is very obvious that it is
possible to keep a child away from school
for very long periods under that provision
of the Act. It is suggested fo overcome the
difficulty by insisting that 14 days’ notice
shall be given by the parents of the child
of sehool age if home tuition s preferred.
Another clanse deals with the work of the
compulsory officer in connection with chil-
dren being employed while within the school
age. Power is sought that a compulsory
officer shall he able to enler places of enter-
tainment—which I understand are the com-
mon plaees for children to attend if they are
“playing the wag"—and also that a com-
pulsory officer shall have power to enter
premises where it is suspected that chil-
dren of school age are employed. In sach
cases it is usually found that the employer
is quite unawave of the age of the child.
But we have no power ai present to enter
such places and aseertain whether or not
the Aet is being evaded. Officers of the
Child Welfare Department have that power,
have power to enter places of amusement or
such places as T have mentioned, but they
have no power, under the Education Aet, to
assist the Edueation Department in this
connection; so it is proposed to take that
anthority in order that the compulsory offi-
cers shall have the right of cntry in such
eases. It ix intended also to abolish the
Present system of the zerving of notiees in
cases where prosecutions are necessary for
non-attendanee at school, The preseat
system is that a notice is served on the
parent to appear at the Children’s Court.
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But parents can disregard that notice with
regularity and with impunity; some parents
take no notice whatever of it until finally
recourse has to be taken in the service of
a summons. It ean readily be understood
that in cases where dual notices have to be
served, a great deal of valuable time 1is
wasted. It is intended, therefore, that the
service of notices shall be discontinued and
that initial action shall be taken by the serv-
ing of a summonz. Another eclause in the
Bill deals with the regrettable praetice
known by departmental officers to be very
prevalent, namely that some children ave
made lo rise very early and, hefore going
to school, perform duties for their
parents. It is one way of utilising to an
unreasonable extent the labour of the child.
Children so treated arve generally late it
school; they usnally fall asleep over their
work, and fhe practice is considered to be
right away from the hest interests of the
children of the State, Another mutter dealt
with in the Bill eonsists of the dual gues-
tions of medical attention and cleanliness.
A medieal officer may issue a medical cex-
tificate instrneting the child to remain away
from sehool beeause of its personal condition
or because of ill-health; but the medical
olficer cannot instrunet the parents to have
the child attended to. In that way, parenis
are armed with a medical certificate to say
that the child is not fit fo be at school, hut
no action can he taken to have the child
attended to, and obviously a compulsory
officer can do nothing to enforee attendance
or to command attention to the echild’s
health. So it is intended that where treat-
ment is preseribed by a medieal officer, that
treatment shall be undertaken. In the metro-
politan area free medical treatment for
children of indigent parents is available at
the Perth Hospital and at the Children’s
Hospital. In country districts, arrangements
ean be made by co-operation with the Medi-
cal and Health Department, and the Child
Welfare Departmnent, for free treatment at
the nearest Government hospital. Power is
being taken under the Bill preseribing that
ithe treatment shall he given. Of course,
that will not apply where no free treatment
is available and there is no possibility of
arrangements being made in eases of in-
digence; it is not intended that it shall im-
pose a hardship npon pavenis in such cases.
In respect of that part of the Bill dealing
with the proposed administrative change,
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some views bave been expressed to the effect
that it will impose a reduction in the status
of the professional head, and that generally
the professional side of the department will
he made to suffer. Certainly the proposal
represents a change in the Eduvcation De-
partment, but it is the common practice in
other Government departments, and the fear
of inferiority to be imposed on the profes-
sional head is one that, at the very least, I
hope will not be realized. It is wnot
intended to bring about any reduction
in status, nor is the removal of any
privileges the aim of the fwo prineipal
elauses in the Bill. The guestion of eontrol
by an under secretary within a2 department
which is highly professional is the only work-
able system, The policy is to standardise
all units of control within Government de-
partments. I should like to indieate at this
initial stage of dealing with the Bill, that
there is nothing whatever in the measure
which traverses the powers af the director
in professional matters,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Wil not there be
confliect between bhim and the Under Secre-
tary?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think not. On the other hand, I think that
instead of conflict there will he co-operation,
harmony and great efliciency. We have
within the State examples of the elosest co-
operation existing. I hope the Leader of
the Opposition is net immune to argument.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T would be taking
after you if I were.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think pot. But I hope the Leader of the Op-
position is prepared to listen to logical argu-
ment in support of the contention I have
advanced. It is the intention and the desire
of the Government that the professional
head should he free from the strain and
worry attendant upon administrative duties.
It is bard to conceive that the ardent pro-
fessional man should desire to be bothered
with administrative details. In point of fact,
we have within the Public Serviee of the
State examples of professional officers bav-
ing opportunity of being in administrative
control, but having no desire for it. Js
it not logical also to expeet that the atti-
tude of a professional man put in charge
administratively of other officers of his pro-
fession, would be one of objection? I think
it is reasenable to assume that,
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Hon. €. G. Latham: How could you dis-
criminate? Money appropriated by Parlia-
ment goes in wages.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCCATION: [
intend te deal with that aspect also. Is it
fair to expeet a professional inan not trained
in administration but trained in the conduct
and elevation of his profession

Hon, P. Collier: As most of them are.

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION:
Doubtless, and most of them desire that the
greatest height in their profession shall he
reached by them. Is it fair to expect them
to be hampered in an administrative eapaeity
when it is known that in all such depart-
ments, and particularly the JEdueation De-
partment, with its many regulations, the
Director shall spend 30 per cent. of his time
worrying about regulations and iuterpreting
them? Is it fair to the professional man?

Hon, C. G. Latham: Tt is the professional
man’s work.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: He
is expected to do it.
Hon. €, G. Lutham: He ought to do it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The administrator is the man to do it. I can
imagine that the professional man wonld de-
sire to take administrative eharge only if he
were satisfied that the summit of his profes-
sion had been reached, that there were no
fresh fields to eonquer, and that his time
conld not he profitably occupied in profes-
sional undertakings. We eonld imagine, in
such ecircumstances, that the professional
man might be prepared to accept the worry
of pettifogging details with which normally
he should not be worried. I have stated that
the general objection to the Bill has heen
one of fear of reduction in status, of
the taking away of privileges, and that the
professional man might he placed at a
disadvantage. That is not to happen. Let
us examine the position in other pro-
fessional departments. We have many
examples, inclunding the Crown Taw
Department, the Publie Works Depart-
ment and the Medical and Health De-
partment. In the Crown Law Depart-
ment we have an TUnder Secretary in
control of officers of no inferior attain-
ments and he receives much less salary
than those officers receive. Take the two
professional departments controlled by the
Minister for Works, where the Director of
Works has direct access to the Minister,
where the professional man has complate
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control in professional matters. There is
no better example in the service of a band
of highly skilled, wéll-educated officers
than is provided by the Publie ‘Works
Department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is no analogy
between that and the Education Depart-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR LEDUCATION:
There is a distinet analogy. We have iu
that department an example that has ex-
tended over 10 years, 20 years under the
successful administration of Mr. Munt, and
when the change teok place, does the
Leader of the Opposition think thai the
professional men desired to take charge?
I think not. In faet, I am sure they wel-
comed an administrator to carry on with
the same secope and in exaetly the same
manner as had been done for the last 40
vears. Can it be denied that those men
are well eduecated professional men? Some
of them hold the degree of Bachelor of
Fingineering Science.

Heon. C. (. Latham: Yon would not waste
their time on local government affairs and
petty things of that kind which you have
not got in the Education Department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN:
No.
Hon. C. G. Latham: Not unless it was

a matter affecting their professional staff.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
ne way would we worry the professional
man with sueh details. The professional
men get on very well with an experienced
administrater in charge. There is never
any frietion: there is perfect harmony the
one with the other. TInsofar as salary is
eoncerned, there is no suggestion that the
Under Seeretary should receive more than
is paid to the professional man. In my
view—and I am sure this is the view of
the Government—the professional man
shonld be the more highly paid officer. We
have jurior Under Secrefaries in control on
a salary of £830 to £1,000. Surely, in spite
of the objection being raised by the Leader
of the Opposition, members must eoncede
that eareful administration is very import-
ant, particularly in a department like the
Education Department. The department
is charged with the obligation of providing
an admittedly high standard of education
for 60,000 children, but that faet is often
overshadowed by the belief that the main
consideration should eoncern the mainten-
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ance of the 800 schools, the control of the
2,000 teachers and the expenditure of a
sum exceeding £700,000 per annum. This
point certainly illustrates the fact that
these phases, although departmentally com-
plementary, present two clear-cut issues,
firstly the formulation and regimentation
of ideals and standards of eduncation, and
secondly, the conduet of the department’s
business under Act of Parliament to carry
those standards into effect. There is 2a
ctear-cut and deflined Jine, and at the same
time a great necessity for blending the
work and co-ordinating the issues that ob-
fain in all other similar Government de-
partments. [ am  neither assuming nor
averring that the professional man
never makes a good administrator; I am
indicating that his training is not in that
direction. There is another point applying
particularly to the Education Department,
namely that, under the present system, by
the time a man has gradnated through the
service in the position of teacher, head-
master and inspector, before becoming dir-
cetor, he is of an age that means a very
short term of service. Usnally he arrives
at that position with only a year or two
to go before retirement. I am hoping it
will be possible to eonsider the appoint-
ment of a ecomparatively young man to
such a post as that of Director of Educa-
tion.

Hon. C. . Latham: There is nothing to
prevent you to-day.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is. While it might be desirable to
appeint a highly efficient and talented man,
relatively young, to the post of Director
to be in professional control, if he was an
applicant for the dual position of profes.
sional and administrative controller, it
might not he wise to appoint him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is 91 per cent.
to nine.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That, T submit, is a substantial argnment
in that a professional man of high attain-
ments should have an oppertunity to for-
mulate plans and ideals within the profes-
sion and put them into effect. Under a
eapable administrator the ideals oand
attainments of a truly professional man
have a greater opportunity of heing
brought into being. Ts it not reason-
able to suppose that an able adminis-
trator, working in whole-hearted co-
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operation with an efficient professional man,
would bave a greater opportunity not only
to effect economies but to bring about greater
harmony of effort within both spheres? To
me it seems untortunate that the word “eco-
nomy” is usnally applied solely in a mone-
tary sense. Is it not possible that there is
wasted effort, and wastage in the service
rendered?  Ts it not possible that the profes-
sional man in sole control of the profes-
sional side of the department eould give eon-
siderible attention to that aspect? All, T
think, nre satisfied that we have an excellenf
curtienlum for our Education Department.
There is much of it that has not been put into
effect beeause of the lack of money, but I
submit that much of it could be put into
effect if it were closely examined from the
point of view of cheeking the wastage in the
service. The professional man, desirous of
doing the best for his profession, would obvi-
ate such wastages if he had an opportunity
to devole himsclf entirely to professional
service. This reminds me that there are
many fields to whieh the professional head
could devote himself verv rigorously. All
of us have rertain recollections of our school
days, and retain the impressions created on
onr minds by the attitnde and teaching of
our schoolmasters. That influence did not
attend us at school only; it has been carried
by all of ux through our lives. To-day, due
mainly to ehanges witbin soeial hodies and
in the world in general, we find that that
position does not obtain so often as formerly.
There is the case of the delinquent youth.
Is there any person better fitted to probe
deeply into the question than is a Direetor
of FEdueation trained absolutely profession-
ally, freed from the encumbrances of ad-
minisirative duties, and able to devote his
whole fime to sueh matters? T repeat, the
word “economiy” is unfortunately almost
alwavs considered in terms of money. As I
mentioned  earlier, actually there are very
few professionul men of eapacity who desire
tv be hothered with accounts, with the inter-
pretation of awards and regulations, or with
the organization and defails of office man-
agement, Those are highly important duties,
aund they bave their attendant responsibili-
ties; bhut those attendant vespounsibilities
should not he the worry of a professional
man. As | have indicated, it is expeeted in
uiher Government departments that the aeti-
vities of two such ofiicers shonld intertwine,
ihat their operations should dovetail, but
that they should be kept as distinet as pos-
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sible from overlapping. We have that ex-
verience. that highly suceessful experience,
in other Government departinents. I simply
gubmit that in the interests of the ehild, in
the interests of the teacher who is the medium
through which the child receives tuition and
is placed on the plane where we desire it
should be placed, in the interests of educa-
tion generally, and in the interests of com-
petent  management the two  particular
clauses of the Bill dealing with this phase
are certainly worthy of approval, We often
licar complaints, sometimes bitter com-
plaints, of the inefliaiency of the child whe
has rcached the sehool-leaving age. If there
be anything in those complaints, surelv here
is an opportunity for a professional head to
endeavonr to locate it, no matter how minate
the detail might he. For in the main the
complaints refer only to details due to altera-
tions in the system. The main defect al-
leged is the inability to spell. While we
were taught to spell in syllables, children to-
doy are tanght the phonetic system of
spelling, which in its initial stages, I
understand, is a moch simpler means
to enable the child to understand words and
pick up methods of reading and of under-
standing. But it does perhaps affect spell-
ing. As with shorthand, this spelling is
phonetic. The children are taught in that
wayv. It may be that in the proeess of time
it will be proved that the phonetie system
is absolutelv the correct one, and that the
complaints levelled at it are not of much
importanee having regard to that faet. 1T
sngeost that with me and with the Govern-
ment, and with the Honse and public gener-
ally, the professional man is desirous that
his profession shall reach the highest stan-
dard. Tn order to attain that goal he should,
I submit, have the opportunity to devote
the whole of his professiona]l energics along
professional lines, I mentioned earlier that
the principal ohjection to the Govermment’s
proposal is hased on o fear of reduetion in
prestige. But there is another eriticism,
raized by the Leader of the Opposition,
which is based on the belief that as 90 per
eent, of education costs are absorbed in
salary payments, administration merely
means control over the spending of the re-
maining 10 per eent. That is not so. As
I bave indicated, quite apart from the
spending of money, with well defined and
planned and organised co-operation hetween
the professional head and the administrator,
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very much may be done. Tt is not necessary
for me, perhaps, to cnlarge on that point of
economy applied only in terms of money.
Early in the Bill will be found a definition
of “Under Seeretary.”” That is merely pre-
liminary to the main clauses of the Bill,
which are designed to alter the present order.
TUnder the existing Act the Director of Edu-
eation is the permanent head of the depart-
ment, This means that he shall take charge
of all administrative as well as of all pro-
fessional matters. In my opinion there is
an undeniable case for a Director to have
full and ecomplete control of the professional
side of the department, of all matters con-
cerning the teaching syllabus and the eon-
duet of schools and the formulation of plans
for the betterment of education. The Diree-
tor should and must retain all his status in
eonnection with attending conferences within
the State and out of it. That is his job as
professional head of the department. But
on the other hand I submit that the link
between the Direetor and the Minister should
be a permanent head with some claim to ad-
ministrative experienee. It is the view and
the experience of the Government that that
is the only way by which successful admin-
istration of departments is achieved. The
Bill also contains a provision which, by de-
leting a certain portion of the Aect, repeats
the provisions of that Aet whereby teachers
are not considered to he eivil servanis but
all other oflicers of the Edueation Depart-
ment, professional or administrative, shall
be subject to the Public Service Aet. That
is the present system. The seetion, however,
has been redrawn and is submitted in a
clavse of the present Bill. Before conclud-
ing I desire lo point out that it is possihle
for the Govermment to carry ouf its ideas
and desires by appointing a capable layman
to be ['nder Secretary and administrator,
The Act permits of this. The professional
head might be known by a name other than
“Directar,” bat there are certain objections
to overcoming the diffienlty in that way.
Henee the principal clause of the Bill. 1
have endeavoured to he fair in my explana-
tion of the position, I cast no aspersions
whitever. We have the greatest respect for
the professional officers and their activities,
and we seek with them, and with the public
of the State, the highest efficicney in the
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Department of Edncation. I think evervone
supports us in that. I move—
That the Bill be now read a eecond time.

Op motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Received from the Council, and read a
first time.

“u

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.
1, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
With amendments,
2, Jury Act Amendment (No. 2).
3, Forests Aet Amendment Continuance.
4, Road Transpert Subsidy.
Without amendment.

BILL—BUSH FIRES.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd Novewmber.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[5.43] : I support the second reading of the
Bill because I believe there is every justifi-
cation for placing it, or a similar measure,
on the statute-book. Undoubtedly the fire
menace in certain of onr country distriets
iz most serious. Whilst this legislation of
itself will not have the effect of preventing
bush fires, nevertheless a certain amount of
satisfaction will be created in the minds of
local governing bodies and farmers gener-
ally by the eonviction that it will assist in
the control of fires and eventually in the
diminution of their number. Conferences of
local governing bodies and the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association have for some vears heen
urging that a measure of this type he en-
acted, and I am glad to know that at long
last the Government has seen fit to intro-
dnce the necessary measure. When an organ-
jsation first placed before the Minister for
Lands a request for the introduection of a
Bill of this kind, the Minister jumped on
them with both feet. He said that he would
not think of giving loeal governing hodies
the power they desired. However, at lasi
the slow-moving Conservative mind of the
Minister for Lands has changed, as it does
change with pressure from members on this

[ASSEMBLY.]

side of the House and pressure from govern-
ing bodies in eountry distriets; and accord-
ingly we have this Bill bhefore us. It is
rather a pity that the necessity for appoint-
ing another Minister to epable the rural
policy to be brought up to date has not
been reeognised by the Government. Cer-
tainly the Minister for Lands is absolutely
out of touch with rural sentiment and the
aims and aspirations of the people in the

.country districts,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Lands
15 not under discussion. We have a Bill
before the House.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOXN: The Minister
for Lands——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
entitled to refer to the Minister for Lands
under the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON : Very well, Sir.
Notwithstanding that the Minister has in
this measure conceded the wishes of the Road
Boards’ Association and the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association econferences, there are
some aspects of the Bill relating to powers
that are given to certain individuals which
must oceasion some concern in the minds of
members of this House. These powers will,
T am afraid, tend eompletely to wipe out the
old-time claim that every farmer is hoss of
his own dunghill, because in certain in-
stanees powers are to be given to certain
individuals to take eontrol of bush fires, and
the owner of the land is going to be in a
somewhat invidions position unless the
powers are curtailed to a certain extent, T
have every confidence in local governing
bodies. People elected by the ratepayers
generally can be depended upon to choose
the right persons in whom to vest the
powers the Minister proposes shall be given,
hut every eare will have to be exercised. It
is not altogether the powers to he given to
local authorities, hut thoze to he delegated
to other people with whieh I am concerned.
For the prevention of fires, any portion of
the State may be declared a fire-protected
area, and that is one of the things
we have heen seeking for qnite a lomg
time. It will he illegal to light
a fire in a protected area without first
soeuring  permission, and the penalty
for a breach of the Act in that regard is
£50. I hope the fear of that penalty will
aet as a deterrvent against the indiserimi-
nate lighting of fires. That does not apply
as a gencral rale to the owner or oceupier



[9 XNovesmser, 1937.]

of land.  Such fires are mainly due to
irresponsible persons who oceasionally
peregrinafe aronnd the ecountryside pic-
nicking ov touring for the purpose of sight-
secing. It is those people who constitute
a menace to the bona fide landowners. The
Government may declare dates between
which it will be illegal to set fire to the
bush outside of a protected area, and 1
hope that the Minister will ¢ontinue the
practice that has been handed down for
many years of doing this only on the ad-
vice of the local authorities. It is interest.
ing to note that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, the Midland Railway Company and
the Conservator of Forests are to be exempt
from this particular provision. I wonder
why. The Minister did not tell us, but per-
bhaps there is a reason and we might be
“able to get it later on. Tt will be illegal to
set fire to any bush, but if breaks are
ploughed around a house, haystack or
wheatstack, the oceupier may burn within
10 chains. I want to know why 10 chains
and why, if a man is going to be allowed to
burn & firebreak arvound his house or hay-
stack, he should be prohibited from burn-
ing a break around his erop of wheat or
oats. It is an invidious distinetion and
should be altered. It is as essential for a
man to protect his erops as it is for him
‘to proteet his house and haystack, and it
ig absurd to think he can proteet his*erop
by only being allowed theg privilder of
burning a break within 10 chains of the
house or haystack. It is going to be illegal
to burn from the lst October to the 30th
April. T want to impress upon the Minis-
tor that those dates constitute altogether
too long a period in which to prohihit the
burning. For instance, the 1st QOctober is
altogether too early to stop burning. There
is no risk of fire so far as I know in Oecto-
ber, or very little, and it is essential that
people should have the right to burn at
that periocd of the season when they can
¢ffectively burn a break around their erops
or property. The Minister has exempted
from this provision the Commissioner of
Railways, the Midland Railway Company
and the Conservator of Forests for the
gimple reason that it is impossible for
those people to burn effective breaks dur-
ing October. Yet he is going to make it
illegal for every farmer in the community
to burn. In other words, the farmer will
not he able to proteet his property by hurn-
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ing a firebreak. Yet the Commissioner of
Railways on any railway reserve and the
Conservator of Forests are going to he
allowed to protect their property becanse
the period in their case can be extended.

The Minister for Lands: In other words,
that is the law now. It is the law under
whichh we have been operating for years.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON : The 1st October
is altogether too early.

The Minister for Lands: It is the exisi-
ing law.

Hon. P. D). FERGUSON: The Minister
knows very well that he fixes the date at
the request of the loeal governing bodies
and many dates are selected.

The Minister for Lands: The Act fixes
the date.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: It might be the
1st October in the northern areas, the 15th
October in the middle distriets and the Tst
November or December for the south.

The Minister for Lands: The Aet fixes
those dates.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The local gov-
erning body fixes them with the approval
of the Minister. Furthermore, the 30th
April is altogether too late a date to he
fixed after which burning may be procceded
with. In the wheat belt proper it is ahso-
lutely impossible te do elearing work after
the 30th April. TIf it is impossible to dn
clearing in the wheat belt after that date,
what is the position in the South-West por-
tion of the State? Tf is hardly poessible a
fire started after the 30th April, and it is
not right that by legislation we shonld
seck to hamper the activities of the farmer
whether in the wheat belt or in the South-
West. We want to encourage him in his
clearing operations. The more forests
in the wheat belt area that are eleared, the
better it will be for the eountry. It shonld
be encouraged in every way and obstacles
should not be placed in the way of clearing.
If we are going to prevent the farmer from
getting on with his clearing operations nntil
after the 30th April, we will not have any
more land cleared in this country at all. A
prominent landowner in the South-West told
me the other day that the only snitable
months for burning were January and Feh-
ruary. but the Minister will prevent him
from burning notil after the 30th April. I
hope the Minister will agree to have those
dates altered. Whether a landowner lights
# fire or not, he has, according to the Bill, to
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extinguish it immediately, and if he fails to
do that provision is made for n penalty of
£30. Tt is quite possible that a train may
cause a fire or a fire may be caused by a
tramp, a pienie party or lightning. Bnt the
landowner will he compelled to extinguish it
immediately he knows of its existence. Fail-
ing that he is liable to a pennlty of £30. I
should like the Minister for Lands to listen
to this for & moment. TIf a man deliberately
fires the bush, possibly burning out half the
countryside, including many of his neigh-
bours, he is liable to a penaliy of £30. Yat
if a spark from an engine zets fire to his
country and he does not extinguish the fire in
five minutes, e is also liahle to a fine of
£50. But sorely there is no comparison be-
tween the enormity of the erime of deliber-
ately firing the bush, thus menacing the
whole distriet, and failing to extinguish
a fire that may have bern lit without his
knowledge and approval or that may have
been caused by accident, by a passing train
or a picnie party, or by an aet of God. I
suggest the penalty is altogether too severe
and might easily be reduced. I hope the
Minister wiil aceept the amendment.

The Minister for Lands: Does the hon.
member possess all information regarding
this Bill?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: It is only the
Minister who would make a claim of that
sort.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. member
does not know much about it.

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: Perhaps T have
had more experience with bush fires thar
has the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. member
has not had mueh experience of the Bill

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: T have had the
privilege of reading the Bill, and no other
member has had more experience than that.
Under the Bill the Government may prohibit
the sale of wax matches. T suggest that in
view of the faet that wax matches consti-
tute such a menace to the agricultural areas
of the State, the Minister should agree to
alter the Bill and provide that the sale or use
of wax matehes in the agricultural aveas of
the State shall be an offence. Instead of the
Minister having the power to prohibit the
use of them in certain road board areas, I
want to see that prohibition extended all
over this country except in these districts
where their use is absolntely essenfial. T
have no first-hand information, but T am
told that in some of the mining areas it is
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essential that wax matches should be allowed
to be used. T have no desire to restriet their
um in those areas in any way, but I want to
see their total probibition in the agrieultural
areas. It will be illegal to light a fire dur-
ing ecrtain periods within three feet of a
stump or log or tree and I would ask the
Minister to agree to accept an amendment
to provide for a greater distance.

The Minister for Lands: T do not mind.

Hen, P. D. FERGUSON: T am glad the
Minister does not mind. If he will agree 1o
some of the suezestions that will be put np
{rom this side of the House, he will find that
he will have a much better measure and one
mare aceeptable to the people whom the Bill
18 designed to assist. Tt is purely a counfry
Bill and only lhe country people are vitally
eoncerned with it. As I said before, the
Minister is out of touch with rural sentiment,
but he might be guided by those prepared
to assist—mot the Minister, but those people
who descrve assistance,

The Minister for Lands: You must have
heen out of touch with rural sentiment, =ce-
ing that you were in office so long withont
introducing a measure of this kind.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: The demand for
the Bill has arisen in vecent years. There
was no demand for it during the regime of
the previous Government. Resolutions by
the producers’ organisations and at road
beard conferences have all heen carried with-
in recent years since the present Minister
for Lands has been in control, and it has
taken all this time to infroduce the Bill. I
might be permitted to read Subelanse 3 of
Clause 14, as follows:—

Every person who is discovered or proved to

have heen in any party which has lighted or
used any fire as aforesaid, or to have been pre-
sent when the same was lighted or used von-
trary to SBubscetion 1 hereof, shall he deemed
to have acted in contravention of the said sub-
section, unless he proves that he used his hest
endeavours to comply with the provisions of
Suhseetion T lhercof, but was prevented from
s0 doing by another memher or other memhers
of the party.
The members for Fremantle and Murchison
have on numerous oecasiens expressed their
disapproval of legislation of this deserip-
{ion, but notwithstand that disapproval, we
find that attempts have heen made periodi-
cally by the Government to seek to include
provisions of that description in various
Bills brought down, I am going to leave
that provision to the member for Fremantle
to deal with.
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Mr. Sleeman: We will kick it out.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: Without any
assistanee from me. Another provision sets
out that no pevson shall sinoke a pipe with-
out itz hring seeurely covered, a eigar or a
cigarette, within 20 wvards of any stable,
stack, crop, or stubble. This is one of the
most absurd provisions cver ineluded in an
Aet of Parliament.

The Minister forr Lands: And yours is one
of the most ill-informed and absard speeches
I have ever heard.

Hon, P. . FERGUSQX: The Minister
is entitled to his opinion, and thank good-
ness that opinion does not ecarry any
weight in many districts of the State. 1f
the Bill becomes law, it will be impossible
for any man or woman to smoke a cigar or a
cigaretle in any train or on any road in
Western Australia. Will the Minister say
that is not absurd? The Minister is silent.
There is not a railway nor is there a road
in the State that is not within 20 yards of
any stable, stack, stubble, or inflammable
material of some description. What is the
use of putting into an Aet of Parliament
something that it is hopelessly impossible to
enforee?

My, Styants: What kind of a spark-arres-
ter would you put on the pipe?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The hon. mem-
ber had better ask the Minister for Lands.
It is really absurd to put legislation of this
description on the statute-book, The com-
meunity will have nothing but econtempt for
i, and we do not want to do anything to
bring contempt either on Parliament or on
the legislation it passes. DBut the Minister
is just about to do that. It is provided in
the Bill that a local authority may require
an owner to plough breaks to prevent fire,
and if the owner fails to comply with the
order, the fire control officer may carry out
the work at the owner’s expense. The Bill
places the control of bush fires under the
local authority, and that local authority may
purchase out of revenue fire-fighting appli-
ances, and may pay the cost of fire-breaks,
establish bush fire brizades and pay the
cost of controlling and extinguishing fires,
Although these arc new activities for loecal
bodies, they are the powers for which local
bodies have been asking for a considerable
time. I would be safe in saying that these
powers have been sought by road boards all
over the State; at any rate, in all the agri-
cultural districts of the State. They are the
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proper functions for boards clected by rate-
pavers to carry out; they are matters in
which the vatepavers are vitally interested.
A board will be empowered to appoint five-
control offieers,

Mr. Cross: That is a dangerous power to
give boards.

Houn. P. D. FERGUSOX: These officers
will have power to take extreme steps to
prevent and extinguish fires; they may exer-
cise all the powers of the Fire Brigades
Board, and enter upon private properiy,
burn or clear fire-breaks, and take water or
other material from any source whatever.
Does the Minister intend that to inelude the
domestic water supply of farmers?

Mr. Cross: Yes. It would include that.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON :; I congider that
is altogether too wide a power to give to
anyone. In many of the drier areas of this
State a farmer may have only a few thou-
sand gallons of water available for dom-
cstie purposes, and in many instances con-
siderably less than a few thousand galions.
If fire-control officers, or any local body,
were to be allowed to interfere with the
farmer’s domestic water supply for the
purpose of extinguishing fires, on that o
any other farm, it would be a serious mat-
ter for the owner of the supply. If it were
water supply for stock or for orvdinary
farming purposes, the fire-control officers,
I agree, should be entitled to use it for
extinguishing fires, but a farmer’s domes-
tic supply, which may have been obtained
at great cost and onder great difliculty,
and which is required entirely for honse-
hold purposes, should not be interferedt
with. The fire-control officers may take
charge of a fire and give any directions
they think fit. They may employ any per-
son to assist them and may do any other
thing which in their opinion is inecidental
to their powers. In actual fact, they may
prosecute a farmer for any offence under
the measure. Surely that is giving too wide
a power to fire-contrel officers. To say that
a fire-control officer shonld have the right
to prosecute a farmer because in his
opinion the farmer did not earrv out the
provisions of the measure is really going
too far. If it is not sufficient for the poliee
to have that power, it should he given to
the loeal authority and not to any indivi-
dual person. I hope the Minister will
accept an amendment which will enable a
fire-control officer taking such an exireme
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step only at the request of the loeal govern-
ing body. When a fire ocenrs in a State
forest or on Crown lands, the forest oflicer
excreises these powers, and it is quite right
that he should do so. The State has a for-
est poliey, and the forest officers cavvy it
out. They are experienced in the control
of fires, and in my opinion there is no one
more fitted to possess extreme powers than
the officers in question. It is proposed that
adjoining Toad boards may unite in ap-
pointing joint bush-fire control officers and
that boards may estahlish and equip bush
fire brigades. That 15 essential because on
account of the expenses involved s small
community may feel inelined to join to-
gether to establish and equip bhrigades. One
very important seetion of the Bill refers to
inquiries into the caunse of bush fires, and
the eoroner is compelled to hold an inves-
tigation when requested to do so by a loeal
authority, or by any bona fide resident
who has suffered damage from a five, or by
any forest officer when the fire is within
two miles of a State forest. In view of
the fact that in the past so many fives
have heen lit by irresponsible persons and
have done extensive damage, it is import-
ant that an inquiry shonld be held.
Hitherto there has not been any form of
investigation. There has been a general
demand in the country for eoronial inquir-
ies into the canse of hush fires, and I
lknow that when the police have been asked
to investizate the origin of fires, all sorts
of obstacles have been placed in their way,
and in very few instances have the offend-
ers been bronght to book. Therefore it is
right that an inquiry should be held by a
eoroner when requested fo do so by a
responsible person.  Under the Bill, it is
proposed that fines for offences shall be
paid into Consolidated Revenne, and the
Minister shall pay a moiety to the loeal
authority in whose distriet the offence is
committed. What is going to be the moiety.
apd why should the Minister be permitted
to fix it? In my opinion, all fines eollected
under the Bill should o to the loeal auth-
ority and not be paid into Consolidated
Revenue. The Minister is placing on the
shoulders of the loecal authorities a big
responsibility, and vet the only source of
revenue is to he a moiety of the fines,
while the rest will go into Consolidated
Revenue. If the Minister should happen
to he in an unkindly frame of mind, which
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is often the case, the local anthority might
not get anything. I hope the Minister will
agree to accept the amendment I have
placed on the notice paper to provide that
the fines shall go to the local bedy in whose
distriet the oflence is committed. It is
proposed that a person who hinders or ob-
struats the fire-control officer shall be ren-
dered liable to a penalty of £20. I admit
there is voom. for an honest difference of
opinion as to what would he regarded as
hindranee of fire-control officers. There
may be a genuine diffevence of opinion be-
tween a farmer and a person who is noi
vitally interested as to the best means to
be adopted to control or extinguish a five,
A farmer who has a fire on his property
is more vitally concerned than is any con-
trol officer, and his views should be taken
into consideration. It is the fire-contral
officer who should have to consult with
the farmer on +whase property the fire
might happen to be raging as to the hest
means to be adopted to ecombat it, more
especaially if drastic steps have to be taken
to set alight some other portion of the
farm in order to save the distriet.

Sitting suspended from 6.1 fo 730 pa.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: XNot satisfied
with the elause in the early part of the Bill
placing upon everyone's shoulders the rve-
sponsibilitv of proving his or her inno-
eence in a eourt of law, the Minister has
ingerted another elausc towards the end of
the Bill having a similav ohject. T do not
know why he did this. unless he thought
some of his supporters would miss the first
clause.

Mr. Sleemnn: What is that abount?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I refer to
Clause 37. T hope it will be deleted.

Mr. Slecman: What does it provide for?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: That no matter
what a person does in conncction with the
Bill, he has to prove his innecence, otherwira
he is liable to a penalty.

Mr. Sleeman: That is the second barrel.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yo fire brigade
officer will be liable for any damage or loss
caused by his earrying out the provisions
of the law. That conld not be otherwise. Tt
is what everyone would require to see incor-
porated in legislation of this kind. No one
who was carrying ont the lawful commands
of the loeal governing hodyx, by whom he



{9 Noveuser, 1937.}

had been appointed as fire-control officer,
could be held responsible for any loss that
was oceasioned in the discharge of his duty.
Any damage caused by the fire in guestion
will be deemed to be a fire within the mean-
ing of any insurance policy notwithstanding
any clanse to the contrary. I cannot ima-
gine any self-respecting insurance compauny
Taising any objection to that, T think it is
quite as it should he. I hope the Bill will
be the means of allaying to some extent
the nightmare ever before so many farmers
in seasons of bountiful rainfall, when there
is abundance of grass over the countryside,
all of which helps to make the fire menace
more terrible than it would otherwise be.
Unless we take drastic steps to minimise the
menzce and effeet the proper control of
fires, we shall be very soiry. We should
embrace this opportunity to place on the
statute-book & measure that will to a eex-
tain extent assist local governing bodies and
ratepayers to cope with the fire menace, par-
ticularly in districts where grass grows abun-
dantly and luxuriantly and where farms ave
nof stocked to their fullest capacity. Where
farms are carrying all the stock they are
capable of carrying, or where the rabbit
menace is very serious, not the same danger
from fires exists. In some districts, how-
ever, there 15 very great danger, and we
ought fo give those who want to undertake
the task of eontrolling fires, as well as they
possibly ean, the opportunity to do so.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.33]: 1 am
very much in favour of the Bill, and am ex-
eeedingly pleased it has been brought for-
ward. For a long time the Road Boards’
Association, the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation, and most organisations inferested in
primary  production, particularly in the
wheat districts, have desived the passing of
a Bill to give the necessary power to rural
fire brigades to control fires. The Road
Boards’ Association has been particolarly
energetic in this matter. That some delay
has ocenrred is not altogether displeasing.
The Bill asks for great powers, but these
are necessary so that an effiicient and useful
measure may be placed or the statute-book.
The Minister showed himself to be very con-
servative and eantious. I think the Bill pro-
vides what is necessary, and will be received
with satisfaction. The president of the
Roads Boards’ Association and others who
are greatly interested in this question will
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warmly weleome the Bill. It is far-reaching
and justly provides great power to rural fire
brigades, The position calls for that power.
The measure is based largelv on the Victorian
and  South Australian Acts. The Aet in
South Australia is found to be of very great
advantage. Properfy worth many thousands
of pounds has been saved through the oprera-
tions of that legislation. I have heen in
touch on different oceasions with the honor-
ary secretary of the Northern Fire Fighting
Assoeciation, Mr, R. J. Rose, who 1is also
editor of the “Laura Standard.” He has don.
much rood work, To an extent he has made
fire-fighting his hobby, and the result is very
much to his eredit. The Minister for Agri-
culture in South Auvstralia, Mr. A. . Blesing,
has made it elear that the Act finds grent
favour with him. He has particularly ex-
pressed appreciation of the work of the
Northern Fire Fighting Association as well
as of others in his State. The remarks of
the Minister for Lands (Hon. M. F. Trov)
have bheen well justified. I am  grate-
ful that the Bill has been brought down. Tt
is a measure the introduction of which T
have urged, and in econncetion with which
the Road Boards’ Association has put for-
ward great efforts. That association is
pleased that the Minister has intredneed the
Bill, and we hope it will soon hecome law.

MBE. McDONALD (West Perth} [7.40]:
I support the Bill, which has received the
endorsement of so many members. T should
like to diveet the attention of the Minister to
one aspect of the measure. The definition
of “Bush” ineludes trees, bushes, plants,
stubble and undergrowth of all kinds, and
refers to plants whether severed or unse-

vered. Thiz s different from the defini-
tion in the Aet. The tern “Bush,” in the
Aet. means grass, stubble, serub, bushes,

trees and other vegetation. That would re-
fer to living serub, serub or vegetation that
was growing. Jt wmight possibly refer
alsp to vegetation that has been felled
in the hush. The Bill, by referring to
plants that are severed or not severed, would
technically, T think, he wide enough to cover
planis sovered in ordinary domestic garden-
ing. Whilst the eourts must give a reason-
able interpretation to any Act, I think the
Minister might eonsider whether ke should
embody in the Bill an express exception so
far as townsites are concermed. It would
he impossible to regard the Bill az applying
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to my constituency. If people burnt off
bush eonsisting of severed plants in their
baekyards, it would be impossible for them
to construct a firebreak 10ft. wide round the
place, and inform the neighbours, ete. That
would be ahsurd, and no one would place
such an interpretation on the Aet, But pos-
sibly in rural townsites people might techni-
cally be commitéing an offenee againsi the
Act if they burnt off severed plants on their
premises. It might be just as wel to con-
sider whether there should be an exception
to the application of the Bill to the city and
various townsites. I would not have made
these observations except that the definition
of “Bush” in the Bill is more eomprehensive
than that in the Aet.

The Minister for Lands: Do vou ohject
to it?

Mr. MeDOXNALI): Not so far as the bush
is concerned, for possibly that isa good
thing. It might be advisable, however, to
make it clear that people in townsites on
small hlocks would not be expected to com-
ply with that part of the law which requires
the construction of a firebreak, ete. I do
not think anyone would prosecnte in such
eircumstances, hut we ought not to have in
an Aet anything that would render the
people concerned liable to  proseention. T
also wish to refor to the queston of offences.
The member for Irwin-Moore (Hon. P. D.
Ferguson) referred to the case of fire light-
ing for camp purposes in the bush. He
pointed out that in this case the defendant
might be called upon fo prove his innocenre,
That strikes me as rather drastic. I find,
however, it is the same in the Aect, and has
heen the same for 33 years withouf anyuae
complaining about it.

Mr. Marshall: That does not make it right.

Mr. MeDONALD: It may be that in the
case of ecamp fires more drastic action than
usnally might he permissible has to be {akeu,

The Minister for Lands: A similar pro-
vision is in a number of other Acts.

Mr. Sleeman: Unfortunately that is so.

Mr. McDONALD: I regard it, on the
whole, as a wrong prineiple, although I
admit it may be justified in eertain instances.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is against the
recognised standard of British justice.

Mr, McDONALD: It is against the ordin-
ary conception of law with regard to
offences.

The Minister for Lands: It is in the Arhi-
tration Act.

Ll
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Mr. MeDOXALD: That is so, and it may
he all right in eonnection with the Customs
laws, but, as a general prineiple, it is a
provision that onght not to be found in our
legislation. Another clause in the Bill in
respect to all offences against the Act or
against by-laws made under the Act throws
on the defendant the burden of proof that
he is ihnocent. That does appear to me to
be vather too drastie.  There was no such
section in the nld Act, and T wonld like to
see that provision climinated from the Bill,
If after expervience it is found diffieult io
bring home offences to wrong-doers, we eculd
then eonsider whether such a provision was
necessary in the interests of the public. As
it stands, the clause does appear to cast an
undue burden on the defendant, particularly
as it has sneh far-reaching application. If
coneerns not only offences against the Aet
but offences against by-laws, However, the
Bill should he of benefit to the couniry areas,
and I am glad to sapport it.

Mr, STUBBS: I move—

That the debate be adjoursed.

AMotion put and negatived.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [7.47]:
This is one oceasion on which I find myself
in agrecment with Opposition members.
While the Bill may be acceptable in some re-
spects, there are two provisions to which
I take exception, and I will do my utmost to
prevent them finding a permanent place in
the measure.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You must not take
the Chair when the Bill is in Committee.

Mr. SLEEMAXN : Unfortunately I was in
the Chair when a simiar clause slipped
through in the Fair Rents Bill. Had I been
in my place instead of in the Chair, it would
not have been passed so readily.

The Minister for Lands: Do you know that
a similar provision is in the Arbitration Act
now?

Mr. SLEEMAN: That may be so, but I
have opposed that type of provision on other
oceasions, The Minister appears to think
that because that class of provision is in
some of the Aets, it is quite all right. The
member for West Perth (Mr. McDonald)
remarked that a similar provision was in
the parent Act and half apologised for its
appearance in the Bill on that seore. Even
though a similar provision should appear in
20 Aets, it is not right; and I shall always
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oppose such a provision to the best of my
ability. It is ountrageons to say that the
onus of proof is to be placed on the de-
fendant. Ever sinee I was a child my par-
enfs, sehool teachers and others instilled into
my mind that British justice demanded that
a man shonld be regarded as innoeent until
he was proved guilty. ‘When the Bill is
considered in Committee, I hope that two
provisions, at any rate, will not be agreed to.
As a matter of faet, we should go right
throngh the whole of our legislation and
strike out such provisions wherever they
appear. Just before his death, a formor
Attorney General, Mr. Davy, agreed with
me on this point, and said that although he
had been responsible for some such pro-
vision being ineluded in measures, he recog-
nised that it was not vight, and said that
we would make an effort to have it de-
Jeted from various Acts. Unfortunately Mr.
Davy passed away and so he did not have
the opportunity fo act along those lines,
I will never agree, despite the fact that such
a provision may appear in the Arbitra-
tion Aet or any other Act, that such
¢lauses should be endorsed by Parlia-
ment. Then again there is the clause that
makes it an offenee to smoke within
20 wvards of any stable, rick, stack or
field of hay, eorn, straw, stubble or other
inflammable  vegetable produet. As the
member for Irwin-Moore (Hon, P. D. Fer-
guson) said a man who was smoking in a
railway train would ineur the risk of prose-
cution for an offence against the Act.

Mr, MeDonald: That provisien is in the
present Aet,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Does the member for
Waest Perth say that is right

The Minister for Lands: But that is not
in the Bill.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course it is.

Hon, P. 7). Ferzuson: The Minister docs
not know what is in his own Biil.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Bill specifically
makes that provision.

The Minister for Lands: Where is it?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister should
look at Clause 15.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson:
the Bill at any rate,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was on a farm two
weeks ago and I noticed that the crops were
growing right up fo the edge of the road,
and there was no fence around the property
at all. Anyone who was smoking a pipe,

He should read
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a eigar or cigarette when traveiling along
that road could be prosecuted if the Bill be-
comes an Aet, with Clause 15 intact. I do
not desire to say any more at this stawe,
but I will fight against those two particular
provisions when we deal with them in Com-
mittee. One will not even be allowed to
smoke a pipe unless it is equipped with an
efficient spark arrester. What does the Min-
ister propose to do with regard to railway
They caunse many fires, and yet
there is no provision in the Bill dealing with
that phase. I certainly hope the provision
regarding smoking within 20 yards of stubble
will not be included in the Bill when it is
finally passed.

The Minister for Lands: Do vou know
that that is within the Aect to-day?

Mr. SLEEMAN: That does not make it
right.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlic) [7.52]: I
wish to deal with one clause only. Clause
13 sets ouf, inter alia, that “no person shall,
in conneetion with any gun, rifle, pisto] or
other fire arm, carry or use any wadding
made of paper, cotton, linen, or other ignit-
able sobstanee. That elause, if agreed to
in its present form, will eanse much irouble
and confusion. The whole elause deals with
the earrving of Arearms, and if followed out
to a logical conclusion it will be necessary
to pass another law compelling manufactur-
ers of ammunifion to state on the bax what
the wadding i=s made of.

Hon. . G. Latham: That is taken from
the old-fashioned law,

Mr. Cross: That is what it amounts to,

Mr., STYANTS: I have used practically
every type of firearm, and I admit T handled
them at a very tender age. I have been
using them for the past 35 years, and I have
not yet seen the discharge from a gun cause
g fire in one instanee. I have been on the
top of a haystack waiting for foxes, and I
have noted the flame from the gun flash
through the straw, yet no fire was ever
caused in consequence. I have been lying
down in stubble with a military rifle, and
although the flash from the gun conld plainly
he reen, no fire was ever caused as the re-
sult of the discharge.

Mr. Cross: At any rate, this would not
apply {o a military rifle.

Mr. STYANTS: That is so, beeause there
would be no wadding used there; but it
would affect shot guns and some other types
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of firenrms. Tt will be difficalt for any man
to say what the wadding is composed of, and
therefore it would neeessitate the passing of
another law to compel the manufacturer of
ammunition to indicate what the wadding
was made of. Then again paragraphs (b}
and (c)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hou, mem-
ber is not allowed to discuss particular para-
graphs during the second reading debate.

Mr. STYANTS: Provision is contained
in the Bill whereby unaunthorised persons
may be permifted to seize and examine fire-
arms when used on unfenced properties. Is
it likely that anyone will band over a sport-
ing rifle valued at upwards of 30 guineas
to an individwal whom he does not know
to be authorised under the Act to take such
action? That particular portion of the Bill
should not be agreed to. I do not think the
nse of firearms is dangerous at all from the
standpoint of fire, and, in addition to that,
trouble and confnsion will follow if we agree
to the inelusion of the other point to which
I have referred.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [7.58]: 1
am glad that the amending Bill has been
introduced but I am sorry it has not been
brought more up to date. The eomments
by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Styants} were pertinent inasmuch as a pro-
vision has been taken from the old Aet
and included in the Bill. That provision
was all right in the days of the old muzzle
loading guns, when all sorts of material
was stuffed into the guns when they were
loaded. You, Mr. Speaker, and I can re-
member the days when we stole the guns
from behind the kitehen door and grabbed
a flask of powder and shot in order
that we might enjoy some shooting. We
always took some paper with us to
ram the echarge home and fo separate
the shot from the powder. In those days
the paper was likely to smoulder. Irrespee-
tive of what the member for Kalgoorlie
may say regarding fire not being caused
through the discharge of fire arms, I have
frequently seen paper smouldering for
some time after the discharge of a gun. In
the days I speak of, sueh a provision as
we are diseussing was quite necessary, but
with up to date ammunifion there is no
danger from the discharge of a rifle.
The days of the old mnzzle loader are
gone, and I do not think any member
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could now buy a gun of that type. It is a
pity this particular provision was included
in the Bill,

The Minister for Lands: I am not keen
on it either.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I do not think
there is any need for it. I am more eon-
cerned about the general prineiples of the
Bill. The Bush ¥ires Act bas been in foree
for a long time and it has for the most
part been honoured more in the breach
than in the observance. We are definitely
laying down some authority in the Bill, an
authority to poliee the legislation. That is
the great advantage of it. I hope that in
policing this legislation the local anthority
and the bush fire brigade board will be eare-
ful in exercising the powers we are giving
them, for a great dcal of damage can be
done by untrained men.

Mre. Cross: We should have a ecountry
fire brigades board to contro! the lot of
them.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: And the hon.
member would be secretary of it, if he
conld make a trade union of it. As a mat-
ter of fact, we get just as good serviee
from men who are not members of those
associations as we do from those who are.
What I am more concerned with is that
when we hand over these powers to those
authorities they will exercise them with
common sense. I have seen people go mad
when dealing with bush fires and start
lighting fires in all directions; I have seen
men go out with bags and knoek more fire
behind them than thev were putting omnt
in front of them.

The Minister for Lands: Already there
have been some bush fires in the Great
Southern this vear.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I wish this legis-
lation would stop fires, but of course it
will do nothing of the sort. This State
has been extremely lucky in point of bush
fires, for in the other States there have
been terrific losses as the result of such
conflagrations. As we elear our land, so
we require some kind of legislation te pro-
tect our settlers. We are here handing
over powers that will compel the farmer to
expend a good deal of money. We have to
excreise common sense in this legislation
and T hope that when it is put into opera-
tion the powers contained in it will be
exercised with due diseretion. I was glad
to hear the member for Fremantle (Mr
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Sleeman) make the statemeni that we
should retain that great eold privilege
handed down to us, namely that every man
is innocent until proven guilty.

Mr. Marshall: 1t is not a privilege, but
a prineiple.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt is both. T am
sorry to think the member for Fremantle
was in the Chair the other night in his
olticial capacity, because had he been in
his seat as a private member, I might have
zot from him support for a clause that [
was then trying to put through. It is a
question of the right and privileze of the
individual, and we have to conserve that
privilege. T hope on this oceasion when in
Committec we shall be able to put someonc
else in the Chair, so that we may have the
support of the member for Fremantle on
the floor of the House. Of course the prin-
ciple has been aceepted in other Acts of
Parliament.  Sometimes I have had the
privilege of fighting . I eare nothing
about politics where a principle is con-
cerned.

The Minister for Lands: On some ocea-
sions you supported that principle which
vou now condemn.

Hon. C. G, LATITAM: I have never done
anything of the sort. Of course I know it
will give the Minister pleasure if he ean
waste time so that this, his own legislation,
will not go through too quickly.

Mr. Marshall: T know one Act that von
supported and which had that provision in
it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The first time I
knew of an Act containing that provision
was when the Aet to prevent pilfering on
the wharf went through. Then the gold
stealing legislation was another.

Mr. Marshall: And vou supported that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T did not. I was
not here then. Of conrsc if it is desired,
I will keep going while the member for
Murchison has that point looked up. As
Hitler says, ‘‘Let us kecep the debate go-
ing.”” T hope the Minister will not adopt
his nsual tacties of holding that the Bill
is bevond necessity for amendment. It is
necessary fo give some protection to people
in the countrv and to have someome to
police the Act. T should like to have seen
something done with a view to compensat-
ing men for anv damage caused through
the carrying of this law into effect, bnt I
am doubtful whether it wonld he possible

to bring that about. Insurance for pas-
tures is at an extraordinarily high rate
and I doubt whether it would pay anyone
to insure. I do not know of any way in
whiech we could compensate men who may
have lost some of their pasture through
the operation of this legislation. At all
events, we could allow the Bill to become
law and he in force for a year or two, after
which we¢ might consider how to devise
compensation for those who have been
oceasioned loss by this legislation.

MR. HILL (Albany) [8.8]: I will sup-
port the Bill. The southern end of the
State is very different from the rest of the
State, our trouble heing, not to prevent
Imsh fires, but to get a good burn when the
oceasion arises. Last vear we bad a great
fire in the Denmark district. I was one of
those who then adversely eriticised the pol-
iey of the Forests Department, but since
then T have had the privilege of discussing
the maticr with the Conservator of Forests
and as a result I will support that portion
of the Bill which places fire control in the
hands of the Forests Department. The
only possible way we can control fires in
the forest areas is to hurn off befove the
height of summer, after which there shall
Be no burning off at all. That i1s the poliey
of the Forests Department, and T support
the provisions in the Bill whieh give the
Torests Department control of bush fires.

On  motion by Mr. Stubbs, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAIL ESTIMATES, 1937-38.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th November:
Sleeman in the Chair.

Mr.

Department of the Minister for Agriculture
(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £104,669:

MR. MANN (Beverler) [810}: T Fis-
tencd with interest to the Minister for Agri-
culture when introducing these Estimates
last week, His speech was very satis-
fring indeed, tor to a large cxtent
he gave us valuasble information ahout the
progress of the State as a whole. There are
one or two noints T wounld toueh wpon.
First there is the charge in the adminis-
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tration of the department. The Minis-
ter i1s wise in having an Under Secretary
to carry on the department and I feel sure
the new policy adopted will prove to be very
safisfactory. In regard io the export of
lambs, we shall have reached a new stage
this season, The member for Irwin-Moore
{Hon, P. D. Ferguson) mentioned that we
wanted a chief adviser for this trade. We
have competent men who ave advizing on the
reaving of sheep, but we have nn one com-
petent to advise exaetly the right type of
lamb for export. In the =outhern areas we
have a type of subterrancan cluver that is
going to play a very promiuent part in dairy-
ing. Provided that a quota is not imposed
on this State, before long we shall be ex-
porting a little over half a million lambs,
and T am convineed that before ten years
have passed we shall foueh the million
mark. The quality of our lambs is very good
and T pay a tribute to the ex-Dircetor of
Agriculture on the adoption of the Souib-
down type. One feature that will be trouble-
some {0 Western Australia will be the seleet-
ing of the right quality of cwe from which
to breed the export lambs. Ouly last week
the Minister for Lands mentioned those
10,000-acre arcas cast of the wheat belt. T
hope that some day we may get the farm-
ers out there to breed the erosshbred ewe and
the lamb that will be required. Some day
the quota will be put on us definitely, which
means that we must use the best possible
breed for the purpose, When the rainfall
eomes back again in the eastern distriets
there will he an immnense area under pru-
duction. The pig trade, like the lamb trade,
is a very big industry. We can breed =
very good nuality pig and we shall be able
to develop a large export trade in that re-
spect.  Much credit is due to the stod-
hrecders, particularly in the Mcerine indus-
try, for the type of sheep they are produc-
ing, The type of ram has improved eonsid-
erably, but we still see large imports from
the Eastern States of Merino flock rams and
selected sheep. Buyers, of course, say there
are not sufficient here to meet their require-
ments, but thousands of pounds are being
spent in the East evory vear for sives. We
have to bmport the right type of sire, but
we are breeding an excellent type of flock
and selected ram, and it ix a pity that we
cannot do more along those lines, Regard-
ine the farming industry, a rapid change
iz oeccurring from the horse-drawn to the
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power vehicle. I believe there is a big oppor-
tunity for research work with a view to re-
ducing the cost of farming along those lines,
Tractors are being introduced in large numn-
bers, but it would be interesting to ascertain
the possibilities of producer gas under a
proper test. A number of farms have tested
it in a small way, but I should like the de-
partment to undertake the work, and make
definite tests to ascertain whether a redue-
tion in farming costs could be brought about
in that way. The horse seems to be passing
out. The farmer of to-day must adopt the
best methods, Farming is very different from
what it was 23 years ago. It has become
more scientific. Just as science is playing a
part in the breeding of stock, so must
seience play an inereasingly important part
right through our farming operations. 1
think it guite likely that predueer gas will
result in a reduetion of farming costs. There
is only one other matter on which I wish to
touch, and that is the researeh work of the
State. I desire to pay a tribute to Dr. Ben-
netts for the wonderful research work he has
donc in animal diseases. Toxie paralysis
was rampant a few years ago, but, as the
Minister remarked, stock has been rendered
immune to its ravages by inoculation. We
have excellent men in the department, men
who eame here ten years ago and have made
an cxhanstive study of our problems,
and yet we expeet them (o continue
thelr work under conditions that are quite
unsatisfactory. One serious drawback is
that there iz no laboratory in this State.
Yet we ask men who not only possess high
qualifieations but are enthuosiastie in their
work to earry on their investigations under
such a serions handicap. What is likely to
happen! Inducements will probably be
offered to them ito go to States that can
offer beiter conditions. Any professional
man is likely to go where proper faeilities
are provided for the work. ¥When the officers
are cramped for room, as are these of the
Department of Agriculture, and when they
liave to work without proper facilities, they
are not given a fair chance. I hope the
Minster, when he replies, will be able to
indicate when a laboratory is likely to be
provided for this State. The existing eon-
ditiens can only be described as terrible. T
an fairly well aequainted with the depart-
went, and with the work that is heing done.
The officers are doing their best in existing
conditions, We cannnt afford to lose our
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officers, particularly men of the type of Dr.
Bennetts, who has solved many problems for
us. 1 enjoyed listening to the Minister's
speech. Hizx is a major depariment of
the State. The soil is the basis of our
wealth and must play a prominent part in
the prosperity of the State,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.201: I am always pleased to see an in-
creazed Vote on the Estimates of the De-
partment of Agriculture. I regret, however,
that almost the whole of the increase this
year is needed to cope with the grasshopper
pest in some of the wheat areas. No doubt
the money is urgently required to combat the
grasshoppers, and anything that ean be done
to help the farmers suffering loss through
the pest should be readily done. We in the
South-West, fortunately, are not worried
with grasshoppers, but we have many other
pests that help to impoverish the farmer and
canse him endless worry. If the work of
ridding the State of those pests is to be
tackled as it should be, and if research work
in general is to he undertaken, 1 believe that
it should he carvied out in those parts of the
country where the problems arise. We are
most anxious that an agrienltural eollege
and a plant-breeding farm should be estah-
lished in the South-West. At the eollege
every facility should be provided for re-
search work, I am sure the Minister will
agree that if research 15 to e earried on as
it should be, those responsible for the work
should be Jocated right in the eentre of oper-
ations. The Minister knows that the South-
West is developing very rapidly. T venture
to say that the cavrving eapaeity of that
part of the State is inereasing so quickly
that in a few years it will vival any similar
part of the Commonwealth. One has only
to travel through it, particularly in a season
like the present, to appreciate the tremen-
dous advanees being made in relation to
pasture and the number of stock being ear-
ried, 1t has been proved that if super is
used, we ean 2et the resnlts. Breause of the
rapid development, salevards are lheing
established at many eontres. That is a good
sigm, and the saleyards arve helping those
parts of the country considerably., On ae-
ecount of this activity, there is much stock
changing hands, and with the inecrease
throuzh eloser settlement, it is necessary
that the greatest possible care should be
exercised to prevent discase and cnsure that
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when it does occur it is promptly checked.
To assist to bring this about 1
would wurge the Minister to arrange
for more veterinary advice to be given
to the farmers in those areas. Veterinary
officers should visit the saleyards and ex-
amine the stock offered for sale. I suggest
that the Minister should select some of the
bright boys from the young farmers’ cluns.
The member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) has had
some experience of those clubs; when the
Estimates were being discussed last year, he
spoke about them. 1 think the Minister
would be well advised to keep in tourh with
the ¢lubs, acd if he finds any boys showing
promise—there are a number of such boys—
they should he taken and trained in veterin-
ary work. The South-Western Conference,
al its latest gathering, deeided that a depu-
totion should wait on the Minister with a
request that an agriculfural ecollege be estab-
lished in the South-West. The member for
Bunbury {(Mr. Withers) was asked to in-
troduce it. Owing 1o the unfortunate
acvident that befell the Minister, he has not
heen ahle to receive the deputation, but T am
hoping that in the near fuiure he will he
able to meet it. A representative gathering
of men from the South-West will be pre-
pared to put the proposal before him. We
foel that a eollege should be established in
the entre wheve dairying, fat lamb raising,
frit and potato growing, and mixed farm-
ing generally are earried on. This is the
conniry for the mixed fanner, and oar young
boys should he given an opportunity to train
in their own centre in whieh this partiendar
elass of farming is carried on. We already
have two agriculfural colleges, nnd I have
heard exeellent reports of both of them, but
the claim is made—and I think rvightty—that
the partienlar class of farming applicable to
the Sonth-West does not apply to  the dis-
triets whore the agrienltural colleges are
loeated. Some years ago. when irmgation
wits started, we received a promise that an
experimental farm would be established for
both dry and irrigated farming, but the pro-
posal never materialised. The South-West
is at present enjoying probably the hest sea-
son ever experienced. There is feed in ahan-
dance; stock has not looked better, and the
price for hutter fat is better than for some
years past. The overseas market, too, is
more promising than it has been during the
last seven vears. Tt is remarkable, thouzh
troe, that notwithstanding that we are milk-
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ing 5,000 fewer eows than previously, the
production of butter fat has inereased by
over 40 per cent. The factors responsibie
for thix improvement are the good season,
better pastures, bhetter breeding and herd
testing. The Minister, in  his interesting
speech the other evening, told us that this
year Western Anstralia wonld export 250,000
fat lambs, or about 100,000 more than last
yvear., There is no doubt that the inevease
in the export of fat lambs will continne, and
that soon we shall veach the 300,008 mark.
The increase will eontinue ~o lomg as markets
can he found. I was hoping to hear the
Minister say something aboul markets. The
British mavket is the enly one at present open
to us, and we do not know how long it will
continue at the present remunerafive prices.
1 should like to hear from the Minister
something about markets, and the poliey of
the Government in that regard. To primary
roducers this is a most important matter.
Although T represent a South-Western gon-
stituency, 1 should like to sayv something
about markets in their relation to the north-
ern part of the State. I eannot claim to
have any personal experience of the North,
but T know the difficulties that confront pro-
ducers in the matter of markets. The posi-
tion there will become most acute unless
markets ave found, particularly for cattle-
raisers. Undoubtedly there ix a great and
rapid increase of cattle in the South-West.
In the past, for certain months of the year
very few fat eattle could he bought in the
South-West; the only hope was te obtain eai-
tle trom the North. But thosze days are fast
vanishing. What with better pastures, the
use of super, and permanent  grasses, Tat
vattle are to be found in the Sonth-West all
the vear round. The indications are that the
number of eattle there will continue to in-
erease rapidly and materially.  The metro-
politan market is the only market for nam-
bers  of Kimberley cattlemen. T that
market disappears, the outlook for them will
he anything  but encowraging. Recently L
read that 100 bullocks were exported to Eng-
land as honeless beef. That industry shounld
certainly he encouraged. If a market for
honeless beef ean he established, it wil! he
a great help to the Kimberley cattlemen.
Western Australia is unfortunate as regards
its goldfields market, in that most of the beef
supplies for it are brought from South Aas-
tralin. The goldficlds represent a consider-
able portion of out loenl market. T do mot
know whether anything can be done to help
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our loeal producers in that regard. When T
was on the goldficlds a few months ago, [
=saw a number of bullocks in the abattoirs,
and every hoof came from South Australia,

Mr. Marshall: Can you guarantee con-
tinuity of supplies? That is the trouble.

Mr. MeLLAKTY : Probably we could gua-
rantee eontinnity, bui it is a matter of com-
petition. There is the guestion of rail
freight.

My, Marshall : Rail freight is much higher
from South Australin.

Mr. McLARTY : There is a better ontlook
now for most of our primary products, an
encouraging fact for all sections of the com-
munity and the farming section in partien-
lar. However, there is vital need for cul-
ting down costs as between producer and
consumer. I would like to sce the Minister
do something to get those costs down. At
various times we have discussed here the
position of the whole milk producer, Ses-
sion after session we have had Bills amead-
ing the legislation on the subject of whole
milk., Apparently nothing is to be done this
session in the matter. Perbaps the Minis-
ter thinks he has done enough. T admit he
has done a good deal. Mowever, there is
need for further amendment of the Act.
Whilst the priec of whole milk to the
producer is fied at 1s. 3d. per gallon, less
1d. for brine eooling, he does not receive
anythine like 1s, 2d. after the deduetion of
the penny.  Many producers are getting
only 9d. or 10d. per gallon, while milk is
heing sold in the melropolitan area at
2s. 4d. per gallon and even wore. That
state of affairs does not encourage pro-
duction.

Mr. Marshall: Iow is it that the milk
prodncers get onlv 104.7

Mr. McLARTY: Costs are taken off.
Railage, cooling, factory costs and spillage
have to be deducted. Whilst the metropo-
litan consumer is paying 2s. 4d. per gallon,
the producer of the milk often gets only
d. The intervening costs could be ecnt
down eonsiderably and a little more monev
given to the producer. Now I will leave
the subject of milk fo say a few words
about potatoes. I admit that the priees
of most primary products are more en-
couraging than they have heen, but the
potato man still finds himself in a difficult
position. I do not know how he will get
out of his difliculty unless the Minister is
prepared to give him some help. The
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go-as-you-please system of marketing pota-
toes is detrimental to the grower. With
the increase in irrigation aress, there is
bound to be a tar greater production of
potatoes than in the past. Some effort
should be made to achieve orderly market-
ing. I do not kunow that there is need for
restriction of production; I do mot like
vestrieting the production of anything.
However, I do think that in view of the
sucecess which other marketing boards have
achieved, there is every chanee of similar
success in the case of polatoes, No doubt
the Minister will in the near future have
the potate yrowers at hint again. From
what I ean sce, they are bound to be up
aguainst Huctuating prices for all time un-
less something is done to help the industry.
In replying the Minister might state
whether he intends to do anything regard-
ing the colouring of margarine. Colouring,
I believe, has been and is being carried ouf
in some of the Hastern States. It repre-
sents unfair competition; and, what is
worse, numerous purchasers of margarine
buy the artiele in the beliet that they are
oetting butter. Provision is made for the
matter in the Doiry Industry Act. I shall
be glad to hear whether the Minister in-
tends to enforce the regulation dealing
with eolouring of margarine. 1 de not
care what colour is given to margarine, ns
long as it is distinet from the ecolour of
butter, so that people may know what they
ave getting,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I notice that mar-
warine is sometimes eoloured yellow,

Mr. MeLLARTY : I desire to congratulate
the Minister on the amount of money he
has made available for herd testing. Un-
doubtedly the hon. gentleman has done a
wreat deal to encourage the dairying indus-
try by making ihis money available. I
trust that morc herd-testing onits will e
brought into being during this finaneial
vear. I also desire to pay a tribute to the
work of the herd testers and the enthus-
iasm they are creating throughout the
dairying distriets, Like other members who
have spoken, I am glad to be able to ex-
press my appreciation of the energy and
enthusiasm which the officers of the Agri-
cultural Department have put into their
work during the past vear. Great help is
afforded to farmers throughout the State
by the organising of field days, by lectures,
and by the informative pamphlets sent out
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by the department, I look forward to the
day when the officers will have decent
houwsing acecommodation in which to carry
out theiv work,

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [8.41]: T de-
sire to pay a tribute to the Divector of Agri-
culture, Dr. Sutton. It is many years since
I first came in eontact with that gentleman,
and I always found him highly enthusiastie
and a man invariably yeady to give of his
best. Dr. Button knows my distriet well.
The Esperance district is diferent from any
other part of the State, Especially on ac-
count of his knowledge of that district, the
loss of Dr. Sutton’s services is to be greatly
regretted. However, the Minister has said
that perhaps those services may he made
available when required. I am glad that
this year’s Vote is something over £104,000,
or £13,000 more than that of last year. Most
of the increase will no doubt be used to deal
with the grasshopper pest. My distriet so
far has not had any grasshoppers, I aom
thankful to say. Caterpillars we have, and
they have cleaned up a bit of country. There
are a few this year, but the number is no-
thing serious. On the other hand, we have
& most serions pest in the emu. I ask the
Minister to give consideration in that re-
spect to outlying districts, The emms are
doing a great deal of damage. In the best
year the Esperance distriet has had, the
emus are taking toll of the erops. The crops,
I am glad to say, are the best for many
years; and everybody in the distriet seems
to be happy. The psychology down there is
better than it has ever been. The Esperance
farmer's prospects ave brighter than they
have been sinece the ineception of farming
operations there. He ean see something
shead of him. TUnfortunately he siill rea-
lises that his capitalisation is too high for
earrying sheep. At present he is paying only
73 per cent. of the interest on one block,
whilst the remaining bloek carries a rental
of only £] per annum. While that position
obtains, he will be all right; but he will not
be out of the mire when he has to earry the
whole eapitalisation, as will be the case in a
few years’ time, The stock in my distriet
is excellent, T have always told hon. mem-
bers that Esperance is as good as any dis-
trict in Western Australia for stoek. The
pastures are better this vear than I have
ever seen them, and bay will be abundant—
as much as two tons to the acre. That is
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not bad for a district which is not essen-
iially a farming district, but rather a stock
district. The ocxperimental farm ilecces
average 1183 lbs, just on 12 ibs.; and gen-
erally speaking thronghout the distriet the
average will be high. Winnera rye grass
is doing exceedingly well, and will prove of
great help. Shepherd’s lucerne is a foreign
plant that has becn intreduced into the dis-
frict, how is not known; but it has helped
to maintain the stock for many years. Ou
the basis of the rehabilitation seheme, Esper-
ance will go ahead. This year’s average will
be about 11 bushels, but the senson 13 ex-
ceptionally geod. Dr. Teakle's work has
proved highly beneficial. Undoubtedly the
Esperanee farmers know now what is good
soil and what is not. Nevertheless, when
they wet good seasons with adequate
raintall, the soil that has been econ-
demned grows just as good erops as
the soil that bas not been condemuned.
It is o matter of rainfall. 1 am going to
ask the Minister to give consideration to
the establishment of a research farm in
conneetion with the huge belt of reasonably
good eountry known as the tveeless plain.
That plain is 10 to 20 miles wide, running
north to south, and 100 miles long east
and west. Dr. Teakle has not loeated salt
there, and frosts are exceptional. The cli-
mate is good and the rainfall over 20
inches. We have all the transport facili-
ties necessary, and facilities at the port.
Mrthough a good deal of money has been
spent, that purt of the country is practi-
eally unsecttled exeept for a few men sueh
as Spedding Smith, Fred Bowes, a maun
named Light, and a fow others. All their
experiments have been sneeessinl. The dis-
triet grows very good tomatoes. I do not
think I have seen better tomatoes anywhere
in the State. Fruit, vegetables, potatoes
and onions are alse grown. Quite a lot of
these commoditios eome {rom the Eastern
States. especinlly Adelaide, and the indus-
tries conld he developed in my clectorante,
Fggs could be produced in big guantities.
The climate is suitable and the conditions
are favourahle. Y would net, however, be
in favour of anvone going there to settle.
Tmpecunious settlers would be led astray,
and that would only hold up the district.
The job should be done thoroughly. TFer-
tilisers are required. That has been
proved conclusively by Pine Forests Lid.
The company tried out a plot and after
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three years were very unsueeessful. 1n the
experiments it was found that withont
super the counfry was lopeless, and
with 1 ewt. of super it was little betfer.
It was only after experiments covering
three years that good creps were seeured.
Regarding the perianency of the land, the
company had 160 sheep on 25 acres for a
little over thrce months, that is, seven
sheep to the aere. There was still good
feed left afterwavds, whieh proves con-
clugively that the country will earry stoek
if only cultivation is undertaken in a
methodical manner. I was told that white
clover seems to be a favenrite with the
sheep. The company had an agre of white
clover which was eleaned up, but the year
afterwnrds there was still a good erop of
white elover, tangier peas, Tapins and veldt
vrass, Sinee 1931 there has not been any
topdressing at all, but each year there has
heen a good erop and the eountry has been
heavily stoeked ever since, T have an idea
that fat lambs and baby beef could he pro-
dunced for export if we developed that in-
dustry as we should. We have the gold-
fields to lielp us in the matter of consump-
tion, and it should not he many years be-
fore the plain was developed on seientific
lines. T have had a talk with ¥y, Helms
about it on many oceasions. The member
for Irwin-Moore (AMr. Fergmson) when he
was Minister for Agricultmrr saw some of
the crops there.

Hon. P. T. TFerguson: What became of
the pine plantation?

Mr. NUTLSEX: That is what T am speak-
ing ahout mow. It has been abandoned,
hut the paddock is still there and wonder-
fnl crops still come on yearly. Tf the Min-
ister established a researeh farm or expeori-
mented on the pine forest—there arve 30
aeres fenced—it would probably conclu-
sively prove in a vear or two that the
place wonld warrant more consideration
than it has had in the past. Tt is up to
the department to experiment. The Min-
ister saw the paddock. T do not know how
long it was since there had been topdress
ing, but there was still good feed when he
saw it. He also went to Fred Bowes’ arca
and there saw a good growth of fedder.
Sinee then it has considerably improved.
Vested interests have not given that part
of the State much encouragement, and it
is 'ontly in recent vears that it has ecome into
its own. T helieve that low ecapitalisation
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and competent management would result in
something of value accrning to the State.
I am not speaking to my eleetors—I do not
like talking—but I conscientiously believe
that that part of ihe State deserves more
consideration. I believe it iz going to be
one of the preatest assets we have in West-
ern JAustralia. There is an area there cqual
to the area of Seotland with not sueh
rugged conntry, and perhaps with not such
rich country, but that part will earry stoek
equal to the average of the South-West
country—aiet the pieked country but the
average conntry, This huge avea of country
is divided by the voad and the railway. On
either side of the road there is somewhere
about 50 miles of country, and Esperance
is only about 75 miles away. Vessels will
not have far to call if in time to come we
shounld have freczing and superphosphate
works at Esperance, that is, if the provis-
jon of those activities should he warranted.
T know people will zay I do not know what
T am talking about, or that I am talking
through my hat, but I think that most hon.
members in this House will see the time
when the Esperance sand plain will eome
into its own. It is now proving to be much
better than was anticipated. T might be
thought to be too ambiticus, but I do not
think I am. We should do something, and
we should not do it by half measnves. |
have every faith in Mr. Helms with whom T
have often dienssed the position. Mr, Fer-
gugon knows him well. He is a very eon-
scientious officer who knows what he is talk-
ing about, and his enthusiasm for the distriet
has not waned.
Mr. Doney: Who is he?

Mr. NULSEXN: He is now one of the re-
sesrch officers in the Forests Department.
(etting away from the Esperance distriet T
want to say something abouf producer gas.
T am pleased that the member for Beverley
{Mr. Mann) had somcthing to say about it.
T was once a evnical opponent of tractor
agents. In my distriet T arsmed agoinst
them, T remember saying often to farmers
that tractors cost a lot of money, and that
one gets nothing from them, whereas with a
horse team one can breed horses and feed
thein on loeally grown fodder. But there
are hig possibilities in relation to produneer
ras, and T am going to ask the Minister to
give considerafion fo the question of further
research. The Council for Scientific and
Industrinl Research should go into the matter

1635

thoroughly. There are many aspects of it
It will reduce the cost of farming, and that
is an impertant item in this State. Cylin-
der oil we import, and the diluting effect is
only about half while the cost of gas is very
low. Farmmers ean producc all their own
fucl. I am told that mallee roots make good
chareoal. Any wood does, as 2 matter of
faet, but mallee roots arc better. Charcoal
costs 1s. 5d. a bag to buy, and with producer
gas I understand one ean do ploughing for
less than 4d4. an acre, taking oapitalisation
into consideration with the life of the trae-
tor. A great saving is thereby to be
effecied. Some say it is not safe. I am
told, however, it is more safe than the ordi-
nary tractor, and certainly cheaper than
using erude oil. More sheep can be run
when tractors are used. I am told that every
horse displaces ten sheep.

Mzr. Mann: That is true.

Mr. NULSEN: TIf that is so sufficient
should be ot out of the sheep saved through
the getting rid of the horses to pay for the
whole of the fuel required to do the work by
tractor. No stone should be left unturned
to investigate the possibilities of producer
gas. The Minister commented on liquid
fuel, and T comsider he is on the right track
in the suggestion he made. By what T read
there is only about 12 weeks’ supply in the
whole of Australia, and we import somsething
vnder 300,000,000 gallons a year. Looking at
the matter from that aspeet every considera-
tion should be given to power alechol as well
ag producer gas. I was reading the leading
article in “The West Avstralian” this morn-
ing about the liquid fuel problem and I
have a good deal of information about it
with which T agree. The fuel position in
Australia is dangerous. Althongh every con-
sideration is being given by the Common-
wenlth Government to companies engazed in
the development of shale and coal, and
Queenslond has taken the matter wp owing
to its importance to the sugar industry, 1T
consider that a continuous inquiry should be
made. We should not he dependent on out-
side fuecl, for such dependence would put
Australia in an awkward position. I em-
phasise cnee more that consideration should
be given to the question of producer gas be-
cause if we ¢an use that on our farms and
on our large road vehicles, it will be helpful
to the State. I agree with the investigation
proposed to be conducted on the subject of
power aleohol, but as we know something
about producer gas, that should receive onr
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first consideration. I hope the Minister will
not forget aboui the emu pest about whieh
he knows something. Unfortunately on ac-
count of our isolation, many of these mat-
ters escape attention and nothing is dome. T
trust, however, that the requests I have put
forward will be borne in mind.

MR. HILL {Albany [9.21: The Minister
had cvery reason to he proud the other
evening when he gave an outline of the work
that is being carried out by the Department
of Agrienlture, TIf therc is any depart-
ment in this State that must be looked after,
it is the Department of Agriculture, and if
there is any branch of the Government ser-
viee of which we have reason to be proud,
it is that braneh. T have come info contact
with many of the offieers of the department
and I have always looked upon them as per-
sonal friends. T should like to payx a tribufe
to the services rendered to the State hy Dr.
Suften. As Director of Agricditure, he
certainly sct n very high standard of effi-
eiency. Dr. Sutton, however, knows nothing
about frnit-growing; it is nof his job, hut
as Director of Agrienlture it is his job to
see that a good man is in charge of the in-
dustry. We have that good man in Mr
George Wickens, who not only possessis
outstanding knowledge, hut he is highly re-
spected by all with whom he comes into con-
taet. We in this State are free from two
dread diseases that aflect apples—I vefer
to codlin moth and apple zseab. When in
South Australia a little while ago 1 <aw
orchards affected with both, We m Was-
tern Australia have had outbreaks of hoth
eodlin moth and scab, but on cach ocecasion
it has heen possible to stamp them out. Mr.
Wickens will tell us tha€ that was largely
due to the co-operation of the grower wiih
the department. Fortunately those onthroaks
oceurred in orehards owned by what T might
term dinkum orchardists and our thanks
are due to Mr. Enright, of Mt Bar-
ker, and Mr. Fontanini, of Manjimup.
Both those orchardists rendered whole-
hearted assistanee to stamp out the pest.
It is not my intention to say very much
ahout the froit fly. 1 have been a frmit-
grower for 30 yeurs and my only experience
of the fruit fly was to see a dead
one at Mt. Barker. I astand solidly
behind the board, however, in the efforts
that are being made to stamp it ont
and I hope suecess will atlend those efforts.
The pest is vaging to a considerable exfent
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in the Swan clectorate aml if we do not
stamp it out there, it will saon be all over
the State, for the reason that it i ecasily
conveyed in fruit that is purchased by oceu-
pants of motor vehicles and in that way is
carried from place to place.  The Minister
referred to the Albany eool stoves, and [
assare him that it was with great regeet 1hat
I had to wire to Albany to-day to inform
the people there that the Minister would not
be able to altend the show on Saturday. Tt
was our wish that he should be present to
open the show so that we might have the
opportunity of thanking him for the wark
he did in making it possible for the firm now
in control of the cool stores to take uver
that establishment. More revenue is now
being received by the Government from this
source than otherwise would have been the
ease, A few weeks ago I had the privilege
of attending a field day at Wongan Hills.
This was entirely a fresh experience for me
and T was amazed to see the rvesults
obtained from land that appearcd to be
nothing hut white sand. The work on that
farm was an object lesson to every one
of ns. AN of us in the State have
one thing in common and that i= the need
for super, I wonld also like to suggrst
that the Government consider the advisa-
bility of establishing an experiment farm
in the southern part of the State, hecause
we have there thousands of acres of land
which T am convinced can be improved and
madie to produce good pastures. 1 frust
also that the Minister will as soon as pos-
sible appoint an agrienltural advi-er for the
sonthern part of the State

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [9.7]: Last
voear when =peaking on these Estimates I
arged on the Minister the necessity  forr
taking unmediate measares for the eradica-
tion of Bathurst burr in the vieinity of
Kalgoorlie. I now desive to convey to the
Minister the thanks and appreciation of
stock owners in the distriets where the hoer
existed for the prompt manner in which he
sot ahout dealing with the pest. Whilst the
Batharst hurr was more ot an inconvenionee
and a nuisance to the stockowners of Kal-
zoorlie, it represenled mn actunl memwe as
far as the agricnltural distriets ot the State
were concerned.

Hen. 1. D, Feranson: And the pastoral
areas too.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, although while there
is not in that part steek in grent nnmbers,
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some stock has been runping in and
around Kalgoorlie and that stock is sent
from time to time to the agricultural and
pastoral areas. The burr from the plant had
clotted up the tails and manes of the horses
and had fastened itself to the fetlocks, and
of course it would be only a short while be-
fore the pest made its appearance in other
important pastoral and agrienltural areas of
the State. I congratulate the Minister and his
officials who have been dealing with the pest
in and aronnd Kalgoorlie. They made an
exeellent job of it. The dairyman who re-
ported the matter to me originally and
specially requested that T should bring it
under notice last vear, drove me around in
his ear a little while baek and where previ-
onsly the thiekets of the burr were so dense
that it would he impossible to get stock
through it, now the country is quite clear.
Like most pests, Bathurst burr grows
prolifieally in the richest portion of low-lying
fints and in erecks and so 1 wrge upon the
Minister the neeessity for continuing the
ernsade against the pest for at least another
{wo or three years. If that is done I feel
certain that we shall have nothing to fear in
respeet to the spread of the pest. From
information T could glean, it appears that
the pest was first introduced to the goldfields
hy sheep coming from the Eastern States,
sheep that were brought over fo stoek up
areas in the Leonora and Laverton distriets
that had previously been used for eattle
raising.  Again | thank the Minister very
sincerely on behalf of the dairying and
pastoral industry in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
distriets for the prompt and eflicient way in
which he dealt with this matter.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.10]:
The Middle Swan electorate which T repre-
went is a diversified one inasmuch a8 many
people are engaged there in earning a living
from the =oil, and in many directions also.
There are some engaged in viticulture, in
poultry and pig raising, apiculture and quite
a number ave developing horticulture. Many
of these people have benefited eonsiderably
by the present Minister’s administration of
the Asrienlitural Department. T rose, how-
cver, partienlarly for the purpose of bring-
ing under his notice the Fact that some help
should be given to the plant pathologist so
that he might assist the distriet I represent.
Many people are obtaining a living from
horticultural pursnits and considerable sune-
cess has been achieved in growing roses and
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gladioli. At the present time Western Aus-
tralia is being regarded as poszibly one of
the best States in which to obtain these
plants, In years gone by a considerable
amount of money was sent out of the State
to Eastern Australia to obtain plants, par-
ticularly roses from Hazelwood Bros. in
New South Wales, and also from firms in
South Australin. Te-day, however, that no
longer obtains, and it is realised that roses
can be cultivated here as well, if not better
than in the Eastern States, If disease should
affect a rose bush or a gladiolus plant and
it should vrequire ingpection, the plant
pathologist is unahle to visit the distriet he-
caase of the multiplicity of his other duties.
Tt is important that his adviee should be
ubtained. T suggest that an amount of £250
or £300 he provided for further assistance
for the pathologist, and that would enable
him to leave his office more frequently.
Nearly all the gladioli specialists are enlti-
vating this beautiful flower in my electorate,
and they have brought the matter to my
notiee. [ understand that representations
are to be made to the Minister in this direc-
tion, and T trust he will ¢ive them serious
consideration, The plant pathologist, every-
one admits, is doing very good work, but he
can only work to the limit of his eapaeity,
and if he were given assistance for routine
work in the office, he would be able
to render the help required outside.
We passed a law soine time ago to provide
tor the registration of orchards. Within my
own knowledge, the inspections are not at all
satisfactory. I know of an instanec where
the inspector went to the door and asked iff
the occupants of the premises had fruit-fly
on their trees. Ile was answered in the
negative, but did not hother any further.

Hon. P. D. Perguson: You do not believe
that?

Mr. HEGNEY: 1 do believe it. In an-
other ease, fmit-ly was rampant in the ares
at the back. This indicates that the inspec-
tion ix not satisfactory. Tf the inspector
does not take the trouble to see things for
himself, how ean the inspection be satisfae-
tory? Inspectors do 2o to the door, and
when given an answer, go away without
making further inguiries.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: People cannot put
it over the inspeetor as casily as they can
Put it over you.

Mr. HEGNEY: How can the inspector
know what is in the backyard unless he pays
a visit? If he neglects to do that, he is not
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carrying out his duty. We know that cer-
tain people are dragged into court if they
have a small fruit tree in the backyard and
have not registered it. They are prosecuted
because they have not complied with the Aet.
In other eases the inspectors are not carry-
ing out their duties, and the Act is not be-
ing satisfactorily policed. The Plant Dis-
eases Act is not of mueh avail in such cir-
cumstances, The lortienltural industry is
deserving of assistance. It is developing
very fast. Some time ago large sums of
money werc sent to the Eastern States for
rose trees and planis of various deseriptions,
but to-day that importation has ceased. In
cases where the plants are subject to discases,
and the advice of the pathologist wounld en-
able people to cope with those diseases,
growers should be in a position to secure
that adviee.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [917]: I
ageee that this is probably the most im-
portant department of all.  If a casual
visitor were to view the buildings in which
the department is housed, and the relative
buildings at the University, he would pro-
hably have a different idea. Tt is remark-
able, when we econsider that a Chair of
Agriculiure was endowed by one of our
leading citizens, that the buildings at the
University are not in better shape. I be-
lieve there is a proposal to effect some im-
provement there now. I hope the Minister
will say something concerning the propo-
sal which the University is said to have
puf before the Government. Apparently
the institution is prepared to find £14,000
of the trust funds for the ereetion of cer-
tain buildings, provided the Government
will guarantec the interest. I understand
that if the Government will do this, the
C.S.L.R. will be willing to find the officials
necessary to earry out research work, and
that the University will provide a wing
for the uwse of the officials of the depart-
ment. One of the troubles with agrieulture
is that we have so mueh improved on
Nature, both in animal and plant breeding,
that we have created problems that require
the assistancc of seience. We have doubled
the yield of wool from sheep, and this has
made sheep largely arvtificial animals, and
made them liable to disease, and to attacks
of the blow-fly. Man is te-day an artificial
produet hecause of our modern eivilisation,
henes we have the necessity for such men
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as the member for Vietoria Iark to attend
to our teeth.

Hon. P. D. Ferguzon: A necessary evil!

Mr. PATRICK: Yus, but it has been
ereated largely through the artificial eon-
diticns under whiech we live. Agriculfure
is so important that no expense should he
spared to provide the necessary buildings
and cquoipment for the ecarrying out of
scientifiec experiments. There is the ques-
tion of breeding varieties of wheat that
are immune from disease or are disease-
resisting. Constitntion is the most import-
ant thing we have to obtain, both in plaut
and animal breeding. In this State wec
have had very notable varieties of wheat,
whieh, for a number of years, gave larcer
returns  than other warieties, and then
proved to have a weak econstitution, and
went out of use. I need only instance
Federation wheat. Onee (he constitution
is established, it is possible to build almost
anything upon it There has heen
red rnst amongst wheat in the northern
areas. I have urged the testing by the de-
partment of varieties of wheat before be-
ing reeommended for general use. Yhen
I spoke upon this subject on a previous
occasion, someone interjected that it re-
quired a suitable season for the testing of
wheats to zee whether or not they were
liable to rust.

The (linister for Agricaltare: Or clse
create the conditions.

Mr. PATRICK: That is being done in
the other States, and to some extent in
this State. When reading a report of
Roseworthy Agricultural Colleze a vear or
two ago, I came across the following state-
ment :—

A Luilding roofed with straw will be used
in summer as a rust laboratory with sprinklors
to provide the necessary humidity. Tests will
be earried out te'improve wheats in rust resist-
ancée,

That sort of thing is very necessary in fhe
northern distriets which suffer from out-
breaks of rust at different times. It is
interesting to note that up to date most of
the rust-resisting varieties of wheat thal
have been bred in Australia have been bred
by individual farmers. The Department of
Agricultore would do better to eoncentrate
upon such problems than to butt into ques-
tions such as the marketing of wheat, which
is in the hands of experts. I refer to the
scheme known as selling wheat upon a
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clean wheat basis. This is a most imprae-
tiecable proposal. It would be absolutely
unworkable at sidings, and cause endless
argument and waste of time. The oversea
buyers are perfectly satisfled with ouv
f.a.q. system, but are said to be very dis-
satisfied with the Canadian system, where
there are 100 grades of wheat for the
farmers, and four grades for the buyers.
That is not a scheme to improve the qua-
lity of wheat. To-day, the better the
quality of wheat, the higher the payment
for it. Some people do not understand
that wheat is not sold actuaily by weight,
but by measure on the bushel hasis. When
it goes 62 Ibs. or 63 lbs. to the
hushel, the farmer who is producing
wheat of that weight, gets a much higher
price for it. The Council of Agrienlture
would do better to leave well alone. Ti is
a body of theorists, with no practical experi-
ence in marketing. There is one thing the
Deapartment of Agriculture can influence,
and that is the improvement in varieties. In
the past we have had eriticism of Gluclub;
Merredin, Nabawa and Totadgin not being
much hetter, and Yandilla being inferior to
Gluclub aeccording to the 1’clshenekin test.
One can see, therefore, that there is n hig
opening for an improvement in the varicties.
There is a very wide variation in quality,
even of the same variety of wheat on dif-
ferent soils.

The Minister for Agriculture: According
to the district and the season.

Mr. PATRICK: There are low-vrade
wheats that are suitable for certain markets.
That is why Vietoria, which produoces the
poorest gquality wheat in Australia, has been
suceessful in marketing it in China. Theve
are also other aspects than the high protein
content. Scotltand requires a specinl flour
for the biscuit trade. This State actually
ships a certain quantity of that snitable
wheat to Seotland for this purpese. To-day
the quality and yield have not heen obtained
in the onme wheat, so that millers, if they
want premium wheats, must be prepared to
pay a higher priee for them. In spite of
the criticism concerning the quality of onv
wheat, in the opinton of a Japanese chemist,
our wheats are definitely superior to those
erown in the Eastern States. The biggest
mistake in Western Australia has bheen the
tragedy of the one-crop farm. The .\gri-
eultural Department until recent years
has paid insufficient aitention to diversified
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farming. There was a scheme some years
ago to appoint a commissioner for the wheat-
helt, a ecommissioner for the fruit belt and
a commisstoner for the dairy belt. L'his
scemed to imply that certain parts of the
State should be eonfined to eertain indus-
tries. At one time I remember the Minis-
ter for Agriculture and the Director making
a campaign througbout the wheat distviets
urging farmers to put in bigger areas of
wheat s0 as to create a new record for area
under crop. That scemed to be their sole
objeet ut the lime, apart from the method
by whieh the crops werc put in. It =
significant that Vietoria, the smallest State
in the Commonwealth, shonld colleet the
largest sum in super, bonus. Farmers must
realise that a farm with livestock is a botter
cconomie proposition than one with wheat
alone. Apart from the economic side, it is
hetter farming practice, because it is neces-
sary to maintain the fertility of the soil.
With wheat alone the land steadily goes
huek. I have seen that in my own distriet
in many instanees. Men have started by
egrowing splendid crops of wheat, but one
could see the land, after a number of years,
steadily going baek, until to-day it is pro-
dueing nothing like the erops it did. Agri-
culture I8 an old seience, Virgil, the great
Italian poet, Inid down the system of fal-
lowing in rvotation with legumes. Amongst
the legumes he speeially mentioned were
luptns,  Not wany years sgo in this State
I saw farmers puiling Jupins out of their
crops as if they were noxious weeds. In
tho Chapmen Experiment Farm we have
an ideal farm for the making of experi-
ments, the testing of fodder plants and ex-
periments in econncetion with fat lambs
and pigs for export and  dairyine.
The distriet served by Geraldton must be-
come o large produeer of fat lambs and
dairy produce. Reforeners have been made
te the quota system hut T do not think we
need worry much about that. As far as I
huve heen able to read, quotas can only he
lixvdl for Australia as a whole. A year or
two ago Victoria and New South Wales as-
sumed that all that was necessary was to go
bark over a period of three or four years
and average the annual export in order to
fix the quota for the different States on that
hasis. T belive to-day there is strong doubt
a5 to whether anything of the sort can he
dong’ under the Federal Constitution be-
cause undoubtedly it wonld he differentiating
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as between the States if, for instanee, we
gave Vietorin a quota of 85 per eent. of
lamb exports and Western Australia only
5 per cent.

The Minister for Agricalture: We are un-
developed as yet.

Mr. PATRICK: That is so. Undoubtedly
the Commonwealth has power to fix the total
quota for the export of fat lambs from Aus-
tralia, but it is questionable whether it has
the power to fix a quota for individual
States. In that direction there is great
scope for an inervease in our export of fat
lambs. There should also be closer relation-
ship between the Agricultural Department
and the Agricultural Bank as recommended
by the Royal Commission that investigated
matters affeefing the labter. I remember
some years ago a client of the Bank shocked
the officials of that institution by writing in
and pointing out that he eould not make his
furm pay. He asked the Bank to tell him
how it could be done. I believe that letter
was hawked all round the Bank and treated
as & joke. There is ne doubt that it is not
enough for a farmer to be able to produce
what can be grown on his property; he must
produce at a profit. That is the final test
of farming practice. The officials of the
Apricultural Department may vet have to
study the economics of farming. Tt may be
said of them that they have failed if they
cannot show the farmers how to conduet
their operations at a profit. We are all
aware that there is much showmanship ir
farming, not only by the department but by
individual farmers. I have known of an in-
dividoal being given a great writc-up in the
newspapers with regard to a small plot of
crop on his property, although everyone in
his district knew that he was one of the
ereatest Tailures there. He was a good pub-
licity man, and that is what I referred to as
showmanship in farming. To-day the great-
est sphere of usefulness of the department is
undoubtedly in ¢the breeding of new types of
wheat and the controlling of pests and dis-
eases. The grasshopper pest has been re-
ferred fo, and that trouble has extended this
vear. Probably one of the worst ont-
breaks oceuwrred at Carnamah on the
Midland railway. The settlers there
used a great quantity of poison bait
apd by taking aetion promptly were
able to perform splendid work. I know the
Minister and the department have been eriti-
cised regarding the handling of the problem,
but the extraordinary thing about the grass-
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hopper pest is that other countries, such us
the United States of America, have spent
millions of pouunds in endeavours to eradi-
eate grasshoppers, yet, according to the latest
reports, they have apparently come to the
conclusion that so far no method has been
diseovered to cradicate the pest, and the only
method is a system of control such as is be-
ing adopted by the department in Western
Australin. I wonld also like to refer to the
wood work done by the wool and shecp
officer, especially in the divection of praetienl
demonstrations. The wool and sheep officer
abtached to the Agrieultural Departinent is
apparently muoeh handicapped by lack of
means of transport. Another official partly
attached to the Agricultural Bank secems to
experience no luek of transport facilities,
whereas the permanent official attached to
the Agrieultural Department has great diffi-
culty in getting vonnd the country. With
other members who have spoken, 1 wish to
pay a tribute to all the officers of the depart-
ment for the magnificent work they have
done, and are doing, under adverse condi-
tions. Secientific training is not everything.
To lend point to thaf remark, one has only
to mention a man like Luther Burbanks, who
probably ereated more new varieties of fruit,
flowers and vegetables than any other man
who ever lived. Burbanks knew absolutely
nothing about seicnece and when questioned
in that regavd said he was always too busy

doing  things to have time t{o devote to
seienee. 1 also wish to pav o tribute to the

type of man in Aawstralin whe has spent
money freely and used his knowledge and
experienee to improve flocks and herds.  ‘The
improvement of stock in a country with
such a brief history as that of Australia has
been almost a miracle. It has largely been
due to the work of individuals. The whole
Commonwealth has been the gainer from
their work. I am pleased to add that this
vear there is p somewhat brighter outlook
for the farming industry, and I hope that
by this time next vear the elonds will have
lifted entirely and that we shall be in for a
run not only of good seasons hut of good
priees.

MR. DOUST (Nelson) [9.36]: Owing to
the fact that the diseussion on the Esti-
mates has been rather long drawn-out, I
hope the Minister will not eonsider the de-
bate as a form of eriticism. It must be
conceded that nearly every member has
extended congratulations to the Minister on
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the presentation of his Estimates, While
I would like to add my meed of praise and
congratulation, 1 would point out that the
future of agriculture in this State will re-
quire a great deal more assistance, not
perhaps so mueh actual assistance to the
farmers themselves as in the dircetion of
determining how to deal with the many
troubles that the men on the land have
to contend with. While eonsiderable sue-
cess has been achieved, there is much more
to be done in the future. I trust econgratu-
lations will again be showeved upon the
Minister next vear in respect of advances
made in various directions. I have in mind
more particulacly pests that the farmers
are troubled with, especially in the South-
West. While possibly the red-legged earth
mite is to-day caunsing more trouble than
any other pest in that part of the State,
much has to be done in dealing with other
pests.  One would be guite safe in saying
that throughout the South-West, and par-
tieularly in the lower parts, the depreda-
tions of the red-legzed carth mite decreased
the quantity of feed available for stoek by
at least 25 per cent. Then, again, rabbits
have caused some damage in the South-
West. They were very numerous in the
wheat belt. Nevertheless, we do nof heax
mueh about the rodents these days. Some
say the trouble has cased off on account of
the season. Cevtainly the rabbits have
migrated to the extreme South-West in
large numbers. While we have dealt with
them as we have done in the past eight or
10 years, I really think the diffienlty in
regard to rabbits has been somewhat mag-
nificd. No doubt we shall require to spend
a fair amount of eash and devete much
time to the destruction of the rodents each
vear, but T am certain they can be kept in
reasonable checlk and, therefore, they pre-
sent no insuperable diffeulty. Foxes do
much damage to the flogks, but, in my
opinion, thev possibly represent a greatsr
menaee to bird life throughout the State
than from the standpoint of lambs and
poultry. XYt is even possible that the grass-
hoppers would not present the problem that
they do to-dav if it had not heen for the
destruetion of so much bird life by foxes.
Vast numbers of plovers, ducks, swans,
larks, and other birds that nesi on the
ground have been destroyed, and it would
appear that their nombers will be iremen-
dously decreased in the pear fature. In
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Fact, we may be "almost depleted of that
section of our bird life. It is natural to
suppose that the accretion of many inseet
pests is due to the depredations of foxes
among cur birds. For that reason I think
the fox is a greater menace from that
standpoint than in conneetion with lambs
and poultry. Sheep growers in the Upper
Blaekwood and the Bridgetown distriets
have been troubled with foot rot, which
has also affeeted eattle. It is a diffiealt
disease to remedy. We have also what is
known as the falling disease. I know little
about it but I know one settler in less than
two months lost eight of his dairy cows
from that disease. So far there appears to
be no way of dealing with it, nor of ascer-
taining its cause. The appearance of red
water in the Bridgetown district alone has
been responsible for the loss of more than
250 head of stock this year, while mammi-
tis has been responsible for losses to dairy
farmers. 1t is on that aceount that I urge
the Minister to do everything possible to
have further research work carried out.
Veterinavy surgeons are very searce in the
South-West, and, in faet, they are searce
throughout Australia, So far as I know,
we have only one registered veterinary sue-
geon in the South-West. Of eourse, I do
not include the depavtmental officers. There
are several partly qualified veterinary
nfficers and while they are of inestimalle
henefit to farmers with regard to minor ail-
ments amongst stoek, and are doing good
work from that standpoint, they are not
sufficiently advaneed in their scicnce
to be able to cope with new diseases
ov to find remedies for diseases that
have been with us for many years past.
The Minister, of course, is aware of the
rapid strides being made in the tobacco in-
dustry. I eould have wished that the same
could he said in regard to the hop growing
industry, becanse both soil and elimate are
suitable, and the few individual farmers en-
gaged in it are doing jnst as well ouf of
that industry as are those who are growing
tobaceco. It all goes to show the justice of
what T was asking the Minister fo do just
now in respeet of pestz that much has al-
ready been done towards the eradication of
bine mould on tobaceco. This can be aseribed
to the efforts of the departmenial experts.
and T am sure that if benzol were used
by the growers in the proper way this to-
baceo disease wonld be overcome, But un-
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fortunately, while we have a number of
people who are making a living out of the
growing of tobacco, people who have tfime
thoroughly to test out their young plants
nevertheless do not give the necessary
time to their plants and seedlings, and so
quite a number of the planis on being trans-
planted develop blue mould. The Minister
would be well advised to go into the matter
of his departmental ollicers growing tobaceo
plants and selling them. I think possibly
thai with the emplovment of one or two of
those officers the whole of the tobacco plants
in the South-West could be grown under
departmentu] supervision and sold at a price
that would repay the department. At pre-
sent tobacco plants are sold from £6 per
1,000, and the cost of them would probably
be ounly 50 per cent. of that. The large
egrowers andl those with time and inelination
to look after their scedlings would not be
purchasers, but there must be purchasers
for large uantities of tobacco plants.

Mr. Sampson: Are not the plants obtain-
able from nurserymen?

Myr. DOUST: No, nor do I think the set-
tlers wonld be wise o purchase their seed
from nurserymen. The tobacco plants, as
they are treated are developing blue mould
and growers have suffered Jlavrge losses in
conscquence.

Ay, Sampson: A lot of lobacco plants
have been propagated in other parts of the
State,

Mr. DOUST: Yes, the first such plants we
heard of came from Cunderdin way, and
those plants developed the first blue mould
scen in the Sonth-West, 1 wish fo make a
few remarks on the sabject of hutterfat.
Recently the London market has risen very
much and is now at 151s. per ewt. That,
I understand, represents a price of 1ls. per
ewt. more than the Aunstralian price. It is
quite probable that it will rise still further
in the near future, and I sincerely hope it
doos, althongh I well remember that some
time ago, when the Australian price rose o
149s., there was an outery on the part of a
seetion of the consumers. TYet the cost of
living thronghont Anstralia was raised and
the anly yprotest T heard was against the in-
erease of 1d. per Ib. on butterfat. The
raising of the hasic wage during the last
few years has meant roughly £10 per annam
to the workers, te each of whom the in-
erease of 1d. per lb, in butterfat would
mean an inerease of only 2s. 4d. per annum.
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Suppose the worker is maintaining his witle
and three children, it would represent only
10s. or 12s. a year to him out of the £10
inerease he has recceived through the rais-
ing of the basie wage. It seems very un-
fair that when the farmer has a chance to
get an extra 1d. per lb. for his butterfat a
protest should he voiced hy the consumer
in Western Australia,

Mre. Marshall: It was not by the con-
sumer.

Mr.DOUST: Well, by the consomer's re-
prescentatives. Two Royal Commissions have
been appointed in New South Wales to detee-
mine the actual cost of producing a pounil
of hutter, The first Commission placed the
cost at 1s. 1ld. per lb., and the seeond
placed it at 1s. 9d. per Ib. If we had such
a eonunission appointed in this state I
think it would plaee the priee at semething
more than 1s. Gd. per Ib. Should the price
of butterfat rise in the near future I hope
the Minister will wse his influenee to see
if the Australian price could not be fixed
at 1s. 6d. per b, If that conld he don.
the difficulties of the South-West dairvy
farmers would he almost entirely overcome,
and instead of pulling wp the railways of
the Sputh-West—which ave at present sevv-
ing farming communitics—those railways

wonld mnmot only be continued, but
the serviee would he inereased, and
instead of a deficit there would he =2

profit on the running of the railways.
T trnst that the Minister will endeavour o
secure an inerease in the Australian priee of
butter fat. Another subjeet of interest to
my distriet is the eontrol of markets hy the
Government or hy (overnment hoards, [
have in mind the Whole Milk Board. The
member for Murray-Wellington spoke of the
creat diffevence hotween the price to the pro-
dueer and the cost to the eonsumer. In con-
versation with a retailer of milk a fow weeks
ago, T learnt that in the distribution of 60
zallons of milk on his round, he hax to travel
no less than 73 miles by motor car. The time
has arvived when the Government should
take a eoreater contvol over the whole milk
and the metropolitan area shonld he divided
into zones. The whole milk should pass
through one or two stores controlled by the
depariment where the milk should he tested
and when it has heen proved to he of the re-
suired quality, it should be distributed by
certain people in their respective zones. If
that were done, T am eertain that at least 24.
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more coull bhe paid to the produeer and the
cost to the consumer redueed by 2d. The
proposal merits consideration and I hope the
Minister will give aitention to it. I had that
in mind when [ said there would be indireet
benefits to be derived by the primary pro-
ducers. I intended to refer to potate
growing, but the member for Murray-
Wellington has already dealt with it and I
shall not go further into the matter. I hope
the Minister will investigate the question of
intreducing Government contrel for many of
the State’s primary products. It may be
claimed that there are certain business men
who are trained for the work of handling
those products and are better able to make
a suceess of it than any Government depart-
ment eould do, but I point out that while
those men make a success of it from their
own point of view, their sunccess in nearly
every mstance is gained to the detriment of
the primary producer,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—t'ollege of Agrienlture, £9,380—
agreed fo.

I)ep&rtment of Education (Hon. F. J. 8.
Wise, Minister).

Vote—Education, £:13,309:

THE MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
(Hon, F. ], 8. Wise—Guascoyne) [9.59]: It
will be noticed that the estimate this vear
shows an increase of £17,352, but except for
£190 all of this increase is necessary to pro-
vide increased salaries for teachers under the
reclassification, The actual expenditure last
year in excess of the estimate was £55,175
from the same eause, making the expenditure
for the ycar higher than the peak year of
1929-30, when the amount was £692,672.
This year the figure has reached a new bhigh
lovel in £733,309. It js to be regretted that
further funds eannot be found in proportion
to the ratio of salarv increase to enable addi-
tional landable activities to be earried out.
There are many directions in which the Gov-
ernment would like to further the eduea-
tional inferests for the children who will be
the future citizens of the State, but of course
we are circumscribed by the amount of
money available. 1 realise that there is much
heartburning amongst members in conneetion
with their desires and the needs of the dis-
tricts they represent. All of those things are
very important to the individual and to the
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distriet. I ean only eay that wheuever a
matter is submitted for consideration, it re-
veives impartial consideration. Irrespective
of where the elaim comes from, we endeavonr
to view it in that light, as well as in the order
of the nrgeney or exira urgeney of the de-
mand. 1n the matter of buildings there is a
vreat deal of competition between members
who vie with each other to obtain for their
districts better accommodation, new schools,
new huildings and other school incidentals,

The Premier: I was in the competition,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. 1n that competition three branehes of
the serviee are concerned, and only by the
closest co-operation between the Education
Department, the Public Works Department
and the Treasury has so muach as has been
aeecomplished been possible of achievement,

Mxr. Marshall: It is a wonder that anything
is accomplished having regard to the com-
plex nature of its travels before one can got
anything at ali.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
Sinee the matter of building is one for the
Works Department and architects to deter-
mine, it is only by foreefully and, I hope,
Faithfully presenting the case that very
mueh has been accomplished. Kach year a
greater and wider interesté is being taken
in edueation and edwneational methods, and
new demands are being made. Reeently we
had a visit from a prominent and import-
ant international body, the New Edueation
Feilowship, and the views as expressed in
all cities of the Commeonwealih were cer-
tainly very interesting. They pointed out
many frailties in our education system and
many directions in which improvements
could be made. This is a very eomplex sub-
Jeot. Matters that are theovies and ideals
also have to he given the greatest consid-
eration. Although some of them may be
regarded initially as dreams, some of the
greatest suecesses within our time have
resulted from ecarrving into praetieal real-
ity the dreams of theorists. That applie<
also to edueation. Tast vear the expendi-
ture on buildings was €30,681, compared
with an expenditare of £101,000 in 1933-36,
The difference in the main represents the
cost of the East Perth Girls’ School. New
schools were crected in six centres, and
arditional rooms were provided at eicht
existing schools. Since the beginning of
this financial year several contracts have
heen arranged for, and several fenders
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called for new schools in the metropolitan
area and country distriets. The total num-
ber of schools now open within the State
is 858, of which 63 are assisted schools in
receipt of a subsidy based on the average
attendance. Of the remaining 7056 Govern-
ment schools, 426 are small sehools with
an average attendanece of under 20. Con-
seaquent upon that our education costs in
the country distriefs arc proportionately
high.  The eflect of the expenditure, be-
cause of the schools being maintained with
such small attendances. is obvions. There
have been many requests during the year
for extensions of the manual training and
domestie science eentres. We arve endea-
vouring ifo comply with as many of thesc
requests as is possible, subjeet to the limi-
tation of funds. Tt is hoped to extend the
scheme in at least one centre during the
coming year where children from outlying
distriets c¢an he brought for domestie
seience and mannal training, partienlarly
to the larger eentres. There is an increas-
ing demand for the type of commercial
edacation undertaken by the department.
Sehools have been established in many of
the large eonntry centres to provide faeili-
ties for people outside the metropolitan
area to have tuition in these subjeets. The
Parents and Citizens’ Association in many
centres has again heen of verv great assist-
anee. Last year the policy of consolidat-
ing small schools was proeeeded with, and
three more distriets were hrought into the
scheme. T think one of them is in the
Greenough distriet, another in the Murray-
Wellington, and another in the Geraldton
distriet. The better teaching facilities at
the larger schools weve availed of hy
consolidating ecortain distriets which were
within a reasonable range of a hizger centre.
Wherever the proposition ean be ronsidered
to bhe economie, the department has miven
consideration to that aspect of hetter ednea-
tion. Throuzh the correspondence rlasses,
the reecord of previous vears has heen solidly
maintained. The maximnm enrolment reached
last vear was 1,900 pupils. Tf desired, a
very oxtensive post primary eourze could he
nndertaken, also through the eorrespondence
classes. Four pupils of the group last vear
eained the junior certificate, and two others
passed in the snhjeets taken. The work of
the corvespondence classes is inereasingly im-
portant in providing faeiliies for children
wwhere schools are not available, and in
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affording the best possible tuition by means
of correspondence. The tunition by corve-
spondence, emanating as it did within Aus-
tralia, is a vemarkable contribution to the
edueation systems of the world, and is some-
thing of which we should he very proul
There ave special group classes and tuition
underiaken by correspondence which extends
to certain types of education in cerlain dis-
tvicts. The trustees of the Public Fducation
indowment, of which the member fur Trwin-
Moorve is a memhber, continne  to utilize the
revenae from endowment lands fowards the
pavment of seholarships. Very close atten-
tion ia paid hy the members of this organisa-
tion to the proper utilisation of the endow-
ment lands, and the wize investment of the
money earned  from those lands.  Scholar-
ships for seleeted =tudents under the en-
downtent fund were particnlarty applied to
smell  country schools and correspondenee
elasses to enahle students to attend the dis-
triet high sehools. Three children’s scholar-
ships were in existence in 1936 valued at €50
per annum, and two were valued at £24 per
annum.  During the current vear it is in-
fended to provide two additional seholar-
ships from that souree. A very great tri-
bute is due to he paid by members o
Parents and Citizens’ Associations, which
are still carrying on the excellent work of
past vears. 1n conneetion with advanees in
educational methads, the work of these asso-
ciations deserves extra commondation. There
are now 140 wireless receiving sets in schonls,
as a vesult of the offorts of these hodies. It
is interesting to note that at the end of last
year 220 of these associations were in exist-
enee, In collaboration with the Medieal
Department the nseful work of inspeection
and medical examination has heen continued.
Tn the metropolitan area Iast year 9,732 chil-
iren were examined in 96 schools, and 5,301
were examined in 148 conntry schools. Three
dental afficers were last year made available
and they visited 43 schools, and gave atten-
tion to 3,700 childeen. For inereased ae-
commodation at  the Xarrogzin School of
Aericulture £2,700 was made available by the
trustees of the Jubilee Appeal Fund. We
are hopine Lhat further neeessary improve-
ments at the collese will shortly be possible.

Mr. Doney: T am glad to hear that.

The MINTSTER FOR FDUCATION: Tt
is intended that two ar three officors of im-
portant hranches of the Public Service shall
shorlly visit the colleme in an endeavour to
formulate a plan for the future so as to
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make things very much easier in deciding
what work ean be carried ont progressively.
For very little extra cost the Narrogin school
could now take 45 students where previously
only 35 could be taken for a two-vears course.
The school remains very popular, and the
number of applications for admission is far
in excess of the accommodation provided.
As regards technical education, we are most
anxious that the excellent work of that par-
ticular branch shall extend as widely as pos-
sible. It is bound up, of course, closely with
the limits of finance available; but we are
heping that much more ean be done in the
near fufwre than has been possible in this
respeet during recent years. The Govern-
ment has co-operated by all possible means
in the effort to obtain from the Federal Gov-
ernment a grant of £2,000,000, pavable in
four annual instalments, and a permanent
snbsidy of £100,000 annually, to be used in
extending faeilities for technieal edueation.

Mr. Patrick: That is to all the States,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. We are hoping that something will re-
sulf. The revenue from technical education
last year was £2,579. There were 4,628 tech-
nical students enrolled at the end of last
year, an increase of 484 as compared with
the previous year. The total cxpenditure last
year was £24/161. The Department of Edu-
cation, with its numerous ramifieations, in-
cludes many important phases that ecan be
dealt with at length and without any statis-
ties being quoted. There are numerous fea-
tures of pew edueation proposals, the re-
quirements of the child, and the State’s re-
sponsibility towards the child, which eould
be discussed at great length. Many hon.
members have their own particular plans for
the improvement not only of edueation, but
of the heslth of the ghild within our sehools.
All of these, withont any qualification, are
highly commendable; but they are also eir-
cumseribed hy the power to pay. No mat-
ter how enthusiastic we may be towards any
project relating to edueation, we always eome
back to that essential. I hope that before
long it may be possible, by effecting econo-
mies in service and not necessarily economies
in money, to have the knowledge of certain
expert officers applied even in other direc-
tions besides those in which it is now ap-
plied. In that category falls the writing
and the issuing and publishing of school
books. We are hoping that a complete re-
vision can shortly be made in the school
books available for the pupils of sehools in
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this State. That is an inportant work, and
one which should be brought up to date.
Realising  that this inportant department
will Le the subject of some commendation, I
hope, and possibly of much criticism, I buve
pleasure in submitting the Estimates to the
C'ommittee.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [10.19]: I listened
with close attention to the Minister for
Education introdueing bis Estimates. It is
highly gratifving to know that a large in-
erease has this year heen made available to
the department. The sum now appreaches
three-quarters of a million, £733,000; but T
am afraid that it is even yet a sum far short
of the edueational requirements of a far-
flung State like Western Australia. Defi-
ciencies in owr rural education are strikingly
apparent when one travels the outback
areas. 1 bhave in mind the struggle we have
just completed in the eastern end of my
electorate, the Collgay distriet, to obtain a
bus consolidation serviee. It is nearly 12
months since the first application was made.
Meantime 17 children in that district bave
been practically deprived of education. Six
of them, it is true, were sent to Merredin and
boarded in that eentre. This illustration
merely serves to show the difficulties experi-
enced by children in the back areas of the
State. The Minister has certainly dene his
best in these matters, and I am gratified to
be able to convey to the parents of the chil-
dren affeeted the hon. gentleman’s promise
to finalise the matter shortly. There is also
sreat need in the wheat belt, altogether apart
fromn my distriet, for the establishment of a
high school. Several high schools have been
ostablished in the State, but they follow the
coastal fringe pretty closely, with the cxeep-
fion of the Boulder High Schoel. Geraldton
has a high sehool, and so have Bunbury and
Northam. Northam, represented by the Min-
ister for Employment, is really a suburb of
Perth in these days. The road brings it
within about an hour and a half of the
eapital eity. Therefore Northam High School
is not fulfilling any of the functions of an
inland high sehool. Under the conditions at
present obtaining in onr agricultural areas,
it is almost impossible for parents whose
children have passed the primary stage to
give them anything in the nature of a see-
ondary eduecafion, One instance: a young
girl of promise in my district, one of a
family of ten, found it impossible to attend
the Northam High School beeanse provision
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could not he made for hey being buarded in
that town; and on application to the Director
of Education we were informed that 128
children  with certain  qualitications were
neeessary  for the estublishiment of a high
school.  That is setting up a ridieulous pro-
vise for the seeuring of secandary education
in inland areas. A little while ago the Com-
ihissioner of Poliee drew attention to the fact
that primary cducation was not avail.
able in the case of nunhors of recrnits for
the police foree, He menlioued that reeruits
who passed in every physical requirement
could not pass an ordinary edueational test.
I am ¢nite sure that 73 per cent. of the fail-
ures woukt be anmong magnificent voung men
from our agricnltural districts, Recently |
intervieweill one of those young fellows, about
24 years of ngv, regarding hix {ailare to pass
a stmple test in arithmetic. In him the police
foree lost a fine recvuit simply beeanse he
could not do a sum in the ordinary, simple
rule of three. Ife told me the veason for
his failure was that he had never had a
chanee to go to sehool. Tle lived remote from
any school, and as seon as he eould do any-
thing he was put to work on the farm, When
he tried to better his vondition, a simple edn-
cational test stoppeed him. T should like to
see the Minister introduce some system of
farm scholarships sueh as exists in Qoeens-
land, where the Government have established
a =plendid form of farm scholarships, Tf is
not neces=iry under the conditions obfaining
there for hoys to pass an ordinary set form
of examination. It is Iaid down that if in
the opinimn of his head master a boy is of
w certnin educational standard, be is quali-
fied for a farm scholarship at the rate of £33
per anhum,  Inoaddifion to that theree is a
clothing allowance amounting 1o £6 10s, por
vear and the lads receive voeation passes to
cnable them to return to their homes. The
result of that statesmanlike attitude in
Queensland is that the State is developing
a fine type of young, eduecated, scientific
agriculturist, sueh as we in Western Aus.
tralia will feel the need of very shortly.
In that regard I think a start could be
made at the State Farm at Merredin. It
is an excellent researeh station well offi-
cered and in charge of a splendid official
in the person of Mr. Langfield. Aecommo-
dation could be provided there for a certain
number of boys. Thev could attend the
local State sehool for a number of daws
during the week and then they could se-
cure agricultural education at the State
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Farm during the rest of the weck. 3y
that means a simple and inexpensive type
of edueation could be made available, and
1 can assore the Minister that quite a num-
ber of boys would be forthcoming for the
purpvse within a radius of 50 miles of
Merredin. The department should alse give
attention to the question of the bicyele
allowance.  Perhaps Opperman has had
sotnething to do with it but throughout the
agricultural aveas, and particularly in the
Eastern wheatbelt, it is quite 2 common
sight to see 75 per eent. of the children tra-
velling to, or leaving, the schools on their
Beyeles.  The roads to-day are infinitely
better than they were some time back.
They are perfeetly safe and well made and
eraited. 1t is contended by the department
that Gd. per week is an adequate allowance.
[ have already asked the Minister to amend
that regulation. I was told by the depart-
mental offieials that the regulation is there
and only the Minister ean alter it, It would
he a boon to the people if he were to do
s0 and those who have tn send their child-
ren to school on bicyeles wonld greatly
appreciate eonsideration in that direction.
Anolher matter that should receive the
Minister’s attention is the inecome exemp-
iien in respect of' the driving allowance.
Aecording to the departmental regulation
# person in receipt of £230 or more per an-
num is not eligible for the driving allow-
ance. At the moment T am not disputing
the amount, hut the difficnlty is that unless
the applicant furnishes the necessary ecerti-
ficate from the Taxation Department he
cannot secure the allowance. It is obvious

that there are many farm labourers
and small farmers who have heen hard
hit through the depression thaf have

not =ent in taxation veturns for years.
The resultant delay in  seeuring  their
vertitieates is very irksome. The certifieate
cannot be ohtained until a retarn is sent in
and the individuals eoncerned are hard put
to it to know how to furnish the necessary
details, The income enjoyed by such men
hag not been in excess of the stipulated
amount probably at any time in their lives,
and the ohsolete. irkspme resulation tends
to keep many children from school. T ad-
vised the farmers to send in ‘‘nil returns,?’
hut it was found that they were not accept-
able hy the department.

The Minister for Edueation: Thke regula-
tion provides that the ineome of the indivi-
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dual for the preceding vear shall not ex-
ceed £400.

Mr. BOYLE: I was informed that tihe
amount was £230. The Jiffienliy is not in
respect of the income, but in vespect of the
issuing of the certificate. 1In one instance
five children have been for more than two
months deprived of the benefit of the driving
allowance because of the necessary certificate
not being issued.

Mr. Marshall: Why do they not send in
particnlars regarding the previous yeur, and
that would enable them to keep a vear ahead
all the time?

Mr. BOYLE: That would he a good
scheme.

Mr. Marshall: They could do it too.

Mr. BOYLE: Junior farmers’ clubs have
also been referred to. In my distriet there
is an excellent and vigorous club of that
description at Kellerberrin. In Vietoria tho
Government provide a subsidy of £5,000 a
year for the assistance of jumior farmers’
clubs. The Kellerberrin club has a member-
ship of 35 junior farmers, and to-day I re-
ceived from their secretary a copy of their
annual report and balanee sheet. It was
most heartening to learn how those young
people are helping themselves to attain a
high degree of agricultural edueation. It
would be a step in the right direction if those
Junior clubs were assisted in securing the
education they are endeavouring to secure.
The Minister referred to Federal assistance.
In that respect we are badly treated in this
State, Without any trouble at all £11,000,000
can be found for the purposes of defence or
for blowing people’s brains out, for that is
what it amounts to. On the other hand we
eannot get a peuny from the Common-
wealth Government to assist us in eultivat-
ing the brains of the children we have to-
day. Even in the City of London where the
expenditure is £14 per head, the assistance
is far ahead of that which is spent on our
children. Tt is a fair thing that the Federal
Government should assist the big spending
departments in the smaller States, particu-
larly when the Commeonwealth authorities
enjoy such a healthy, vigorous income. I
hope the Minister will give attention to some
of the requests that I have submitted this
evening.

ME. NOBRTH (Claremont) [10.33]: T
move—

That progress be reported.

Motion pnt and negatived.
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A, NORTH: The consideration of the
Estimates for the Education Department
gives rise to the question whether univer-
sal edueation has justified itself. As a mat-
ter of faet, if one analyses the position sinee
the advent of that type of edueation, it will
be agreed that we have not progressed very
far. We have gone from burning witches
to bombing babies. That hag been the effect
of universal edueafion after 150 years or
more. This gives us an opportunity to take
stock of the situation. Ilere we have from
the Edueation Department a valuable report
providing all kinds of details regarding mat-
ters of admnistration, of various clubs to
which the ehildren ean belong, and so on.
For instanee, there is a ealf ciub. From
that arises, I suppose, the expression “n
fair cow,” which is made use of in later
vears. I note that the teachers themselves are
not very pleased so far with broadeasting.
I see that one of the subjects given in a
breadeast, according to the report at page 30,
is “Wind as an Agent of Denudation.” In
regard to this Chamber it might be veferved
to as an agent for emptying it. I support
the teacher for baving commented on the
valne of such an address over the air in
these words—

I think any metropolitan sixth-class teacher
could have given a much better lesson and
stressed the important points more effeetively.
T am not satisfied that the problems facing
the teachers are insuperabls but they are
extremely difficult, and I have a sympathy
for those persons who, in a changing world,
have to inpart an edueation that will pre-
pare their pupils for the vears shead. Those
whom teachers train now may be in a world,
five or six years hence, which is vastly dif-
ferent from that of to-day. It seems to me
that the public themselves are taking a very
potent hand in trying to alter the course of
publie affairs, and in that sense are attempt-
ing to direct the work of the fcachers in a
more profitable direction. It is noticeable
that the public, in the last few years, have
been taking a drastic hand in regard to pub-
lic affairs, The action they have been taking
has heen {o keep away from meetings where
publie questions ave discussed, The result of
their staying away is that they seem to be
inducing members of Parliament and other
representatives of the people to adopt a new
outlook in their promises at the parliament-
ary elections. Years ago, when the public
attended debates, questions were discussed
suich as “Hang the Kaiser,” “Law and
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Order,” and things of that sort. There has
hoen o change in the subjects discussed, and
now that questions Jike education are raised,
they are not even there to listen to the dis-
cussion, All stay at home. We are now get-
ting a new class of promise on the hustings.
The manner in which the power of the pub-
lie is being used to foree publie Jife back to
the direction in which the publie wish it Lo
gU was o\emphhvd during the Federal clee-
lion eampaign, when we were promised eco-
nomie security. We were fold, too, that man
was a most valuable possession in Australia,
that the human family was a most valuable
asset, That is the attitude we need to adopt
when considering the Education Vote, If
only we could hove saved that 150 years of
roundabout liscussion of unimportant ques-
Hons and ¢come to the question of pconomic
seenrity long ago, we should not to-day be
snrrounded with \\'or]d problems to which
oue’s attention is drawn by a consideration
of this Vote, through which we find that the
feachers are being told, and are telling their
¢hildren, not to think or talk war. The real
problem has always been economic security
and that realisation has now heen forced
npon Parliament. Parliaments have come fo
realise that it 1s the main question by means
of the fact that the public themselves, hy
staying away from political meetings, have
foreed us to their view. T trust that edu-
cational anthorities in the future will be
able to handle far more valuable problems
than have heen handled, as a vesalt of the
establishment of economie seenrity whereby
Ministers will he able to spend the neecessary
monex to provide needed reforms, and that
the children wiil have in their hodies the
strength to enable them to abzorb the lessons
thex are therve to learn. Thus the time will
vome when they will fecl, if thev are ealied
upen, as is now the case, to homb bhabies,
that they have a hetter objective in life.
Progress reported.

House adjourned of .11 pan.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers

BILL—ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH-
DAY OF THE REIGNING SOVEREIGN.

Third Heading.

Read a third thne and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Necond IReading.
Debate reswned {rom the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [4.38]:
This Bill is conneeted with the legislation
that was bronght down to assist the State
over a very serious depression. Now that
the conditiens ave praelically back fo normal,
I hope that within the next two or three
years it may be possible to do away with the
tax altogether. In some qnarters it is von-
sidered that the tax will never he abolished.
I ask the people who subseribe to that belief
if thex are looking forward to a new, similar
iax when the next depression comes along. 1

_ agree that in many respects the Govermment

has done its best for the State, but that
we must look ahead so that we may be
prepared for the future. It is surprising
that there are not more protests against the
present system of relief work. In nearly
every ruval distriet there is n shortage of
lahour. Yet to-day we are told there are
6,000 men on sustenaner. As n State matter
the position is becoming very serious. The
svstem not only contributes to the neecessity
for the financial emergeney tax, but it
destrovs the initiafive and enterprise of
numbers of men. Farmers have offered up



